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^T'^HE object of the Editors of thin scnc'^ is a 
JL very definite one. 'J’hey desire above all 
things that, in their humble an ay, thc-'C books 
shall be the ambassadors of good-will and under- 
standing between East and \\'cst — the old vorld 
of Thought and the now of Action. In this 
endeavour, and in their oun sphere, they nro 
but followers of the highest example in the land. 
Thc}’^ arc confident that a deeper knov ledge of 
the great ideals and lofty philosophy of Oriental 
thought may help to a revival of that true spirit 
of Charity which neither despises nor fears the 
nations of another creed and colour Email}’, 
in thanking press and public for the very eordial 
reception given to the “ Wisdom of the East ” 
Series, they wish to state that no pains have 
been spared to secure the best specialists for 
the treatment of the various subjects at hand. 
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THE WISDOM OF THE 
APOCRYPHA 

INTRODUCTION 

I T is, compni'ativcly speaking, so little a while since 
the Bible A\as the unfailing source of human comfort 
and inspiration, that the indifference with which, 
in iccent years, it had come to he regaided by the 
manv, must needs have biought disquieting thoughts 
to tlie few. In the days of our giandpareuts, and 
for five centuries before that, the Bible wus, at once, 
the fount of ’divine wisdom, the sine depositoi} of 
tnith for the faithful, an impregnable rock , and 
so ffimly was its influence established, that all the 
conti-aiy effbits of the times could not w'eaken or 
dinnnish its power for strengthening and comforting 
the hearts and minds of ^believing men. Then, 
in pel haps a natuial process — for reasons I will not 
in this connection endeavour to suggest, though they 
ai-e evident enough to whosoeier would seek them — 
tlie old nowei of the sciiptures seemed giadually to 
fade The Bible became less the peiNonal companion, 
and nioio a sideboaid ornament, if, indeed, it was 
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not merely an impediment on the shelf of the 
forgotten. Then time again ivrought change, a 
hopeful change. The scholaily study and criticism 
given to the book during the last twenty to thirty 
3 ’ears, helped by well-organised and wonderfully well- 
rewarded archiEological reseaich, have had, with 
othei tendencies, this effect. They re-established the 
authority of the scriptures, and reintioduced them 
to thoughtful minds , not quite, peihaps, as in the 
old uncritical days, but with the living force and 
authority of an immortal literature. The Bible 
became no longei — or should I say, not merely ? — a 
mystical touchstone, a magical entity ; but a rich 
collection of national ivritings, containing, as it does, 
a senes of human documents of unsui-passable value — 
history, law, philosophy, politics, piophecy, poetry, 
pioveibs, and allegones — which had for the centuries 
of its evolution and creation, and have for these 
days and the j^ears to come, inspiration and messages 
vliich, when sought and leahsed, must inevitably 
rouse, raise, and instruct the energies* and thoughts 
of mankind. 

It is as such — as human documents leflecting the 
ideals and the pliilosophy of eastern wisdom — tliat 
this selection of t\\ o of the Apocry^phal books of the 
Old Testament has been included in the “ Wisdom 
of the East ” series. Regai*ded as human documents, 
theic can be no question of their gi’eat interest and 
^alue. Tlie Wisdom of 6'oIo7no7i and JEcclesiasticiis 
follow natuiall)' after, and are not univorthy to 
range with, The Proverbs and Ecclesiastes , although 
not foi an instant w'ould one claim for them equalit}’^ 
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of excellence with those accepted parts of the Canon. 
Neveitheless, the neglect of the Apocryphal writings 
has meant a loss, unjustifiable ; for they carry on 
the liteiatuie, and generally illustrate the ethical 
attitude, of the Jews, duiing the gap of yeai’s which 
lapsed between tlie last books of the Old Testament 
and the Synoptic Gospels, and are in many respects 
unique. 

For our purposes they have a necessary message. 
The tiiitlis tliey tell, the criticism of men and things 
tliey make, ai'e as applicable to modern life as aie 
the extremely acute generalisations of The Provcihs. 
They spur, chide, stimulate, promise rew’aitl to, and 
inspirc, the w'ise and the pmdent of these days, as 
tliey did the people of the times wlierein they weie 
wiitten. The w orld is, aftei all, intensely conserva- 
ti\'e. Tlie changes WTought by humanity inevitably 
work in c}cles, and come back to points passed, da} 
yeais, ages before. Theie is, indeed — so we come 
lo the o\er-quoted apliorism of Solomon — nothing 
new under the sun. Man in his \anities, his little 
pnde. his temporaiy sti'englh, his abundant weak- 
ness, is the same cmature pieciscl} — for wliat 
essential difiei'cnee do modem lules and trapping', 
j'e.ally make''' — as he was when the sun looked down 
on ilockb and held', in the pleasant pastures of 
Paleslinc, wheie now ai'e weaning rocks and blislta- 
ing sand ; as he was when the haip of Da\id. the 
diinns and trumpets of Sennacherib. Uie w.cr-en'e^ of 
the Macraliec's, (.hallengcd Die hilK and \alle\s of 
thid'ci for a little while, and then wciv still N'anit} 
of \.<uutics, Minit} of vanities, all is vaiiitv I 'J'he 
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unknown witcr of The IVivchr/i of Solomon in 
nien-siiic echoed and camod on Uml hunibling, clenml 
tiiith ; so, too, though with still slighter \oice, did 
Jesus the Son of Snacli, uho, soinetinie in tlic t\\o 
to three hundred }cars preceding the diuwi of the 
Christian eia, vrote this gencmlh neglected ui^dmn- 
hook, JCrelr'nn'iticu';. But, beside^ the \anit\ of 
man, these sages also spoke, e\en though \nguLh, of 
the hope which waited on him. 'i’hat is not to l>e 
foi gotten. 

It IS necc.vsarv befoio noticing the geneial mcs.snge 
and appeal of these wisdom-books to revert biieflv to 
the question of the jiaiticulur pluee and value of the 
Apociypha as comjiai'ed with some of the eanomeal 
books of the Old Tostanient. This is not quite 
wheio it was. It is woith while to mdise that. The 
higher ciiticisin, as it is called, In subjecting the 
sciiptines to the wholesome test of educntetl and 
scientific inquire, has modified the comparative value 
of its component paits. Some it has illumined and 
stiengthened , others it has piovcd to be of diflei-ent 
value from that pieviouslyasciibed to them. Di'cams 
and visions, allegoiies and paiables, aie the leasonable 
and helpful explanations of ccitain supei natural 
signs and wondei’s in the Old Testament, the litei-al 
tiutlr of which, though hampeiing and peiplexing to 
many behevei*s of scriptuml tnith, would have been 
fiercely maintained and stoutly defended b) the Bun} an 
type of leligious vvaiTioi — and honom be to evciy man 
in that fighting company ' Be that as it may, the 
results of the higher ciiticism have bi ought into 
piominence this fact, that the action of St. Jeiome 



INTRODUCTION 


11 


ill shelving the Septuagint and reti’anslating the 
Old Testament from the original Hebrew, thereby 
excluding the Apocrwha from the place it had 
hitherto occupied with tlie canonical scriptui'es, 
entailed consequences which the translators of the 
Authorised Yei’sion, i\ho followed in his steps, would, 
under cross-examination m these days, if such were 
possible, have found it hard to justify. Why, for 
example, I ask nitli profound respectfulness, should 
the story of the slaying of Sisera by Jael, who 
flagrantly broke the laas of eastern hospitality, have 
been accepted vithin tlic Canon, while the kindled 
but not so flagrant deed of Juditli, the destroyer of 
Holofenies,\\as relegated to the Apocrypha ? Why, 
too, should that beautiful poem TJie Song of Songs ^ 
n'hkh is Solomon's, have been accepted as “ establish- 
ing doctrine,” while the visdom-books in this volume 
veie ignoied — to be neglected ever since, uni'ead and 
practically forgotten by the overwhelming majority 
of i-cligious people. In any case, the criticism which 
has questioned and diminished the value of certain 
books or chapteis in the Old Testament has by doing 
so ixiNixed intei'cst in the Apociypha If, lieie and 
theie, its history may be unreliable and its incidents 
fantastic, does that necessarily weaken the a alue of 
its better parts ? Certainly not ; otlienvise the 
licttcr parts of the canonical scriptures ivould be so 
weakened also. 

It !'>. therefore, a good thing that tlie long-time 
neglect of tins supplement to the Bible should be 
endtHl ; and, as the w isdoni-lxioks here printed amply 
testify, humanil\ has lost tlnough not lia\ing Ixdtei 
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acquaintance of them. Church-people have knovni 
something about them, for pai-ts of The Wisdom of 
Solomon and of EcclesiasUcus aie included m tlie 
Lectionaiy ; but no such inadequate selection, no 
such casum fragments as are read in the churches, can 
give more than a slight idea of then particular value 
and impoitance. The}' hold ideals The degiee of 
the sublimity of those ideals is various, and depends, 
in measure, on the iecepti\uty and character of the 
leader, but they aie ideals, and uplifting, ne\erthe- 
less ; and at no time, in any civilisation, can ideals 
be dispensed with. ‘\KTiere no \ ision is, the people 
pensh. 

TJie idea “ Wisdom ” meant different things to the 
Jews as tlieir histoi’}' made progress, and has in these 
books \anous meanings and is diffeiently applied as 
the supposed needs of the nation or tlie individual 
are illustiated No simple definition of Wisdom as 
lauded by Ben Sira, his grandson, or tlie unknovii 
author of The Wisdom of Solomon (whose visdom 
certainly it was not), can, tlierefoie* be exact or 
adequate. To do justice to the Moid in all the 
circumstances of its use vould icquiie a many 
coloured catalogue ; but, taking it in its laigei sense 
and expressing the geneial idea in simple English, 
it meant dut} — duty mth the implied saciifice of 
self, duty associated vith submission to Jehovah, 
“ the Loi-d,‘’ Not always is the visdom of Ben Siia 
vortln of tliis lofty descnpti on — iVIr. Worldl} Wise- 
man might often quote him comfortably — but, 
leading tlie books through, it may justly be said to 
mam tliat. 



INTRODUCTION 


13 


It was a wisdom loosed on centuries of hard 
experience. The Jews whose philosophy, Hellenised, 
IS hei’e expressed, had known the extremes, and 
pi-etty well all the conditions, of life ; and every 
phase of their development — idie slow pastoral age, 
the year's of Egyptian bondage, the fighting days m 
Canaan, the periods of heroism, of kingship, of 
farlure, of captivity, ending with the scattering 
of God’s Chosen, never to be gathered again into 
one local communrty — was remembered with burning 
memory, though it was not without balm. We 
ha\e, then, in these books, the settled philosophy, 
char'acteristically eastern, which, while remembering 
the pain of the past, makes the best of present 
blessings. 

Life, as shown in these wisdom-books, is a shadowy 
nfrarr. IW have the experienced pati'iarch’s view 
of it as a business to which, uninvited, man was put 
to be got through manfully. “ We also, as soon as 
Mc vein bom, ceased to be” — ^how sombrely true ai’e 
those V ords 1-^and “ Our allotted time is the passing 
of a shadow.” Yes ; but the snatched fra^ent of 
ticeling time contains an opportunity for Icnoiving 
It uth and piactisrng visdom. My Soul,” says 
i^cksiadicus^ “pro\e thy soul in thy life.” There 
V e find the kenid of all this philosopliy. Existence 
mi earth is the opportunity for duty : do it — now ! 
Other passages, no doubt, could be quoted, ^xing a 
cnidcr meaning to tire message of tliese books ; but 
mine, I claim, is the tniest. Wisdom calls for duty : 
<iuty nccesMtates discipline. Again and again that 
fnith is asserted and that note struck. Sometimes 
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IJuii Sim curricH the call for diHcipline Lo undue 
leii^Ui, in conneclion witli the upbringing of 
eliildien, for example, as did Solomon the King 
\v]ion he advi«ed that uiifipaj’ing u«e of the rod wliicli 
our fathers took too literally ; hut, justly, these 
writers, knowing the people of their arid our days, 
insist on tlie alwolute necessity of discipline in every 
w/dl( of life. 'J’he writer of The Windoin offdolomm — 
lol'tier and deeper was he than J3cn Sira — goes further 
yet, for, after saying that Wisdom “ is radiant and 
fadeth not away,” he proceeds to fissert that “ her 
true heginning is desire of discijdine.” 'ilie pupil 
)nust wish and seek as well as the master teach ; and 
then, iJie reward, “All the gold of the earth in her 
jircsenee is a little sand,” and “in kinship with 
wisdom is immortality.” The immortality promised 
in the Ajiocr^'iiha is, however, onl^ a dicker and 
vague, yet is it something considering the time of 
the writing, for fiom the leeblest sparks may spring, 
as from those sjiaihs tliere sprang, consuming ilames 
and light, life-giving. 

'J’here is a side to the teaching of Ecclemistictus 
which is not to be ignored, as it represents the 
duller faccls of the great jewels of eastern wisdom. 
Ben Siia abused woman badly. She was to him, 
as she is still to others not only in the uiimoving 
on'ent, a chattel for degraded uses ; a chattci’ing 
bill den; untrustworthy, mischievous; a hewer of 
wood and drawer of water for her generous master, 
man. He bluntly repieseiits a woman’s wickedness 
as wickedness at its worst, llis advice of how to 
treat a daughter is, to put It mildly, unpleasant. 
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of Jennic.s in liis niinrr.s aye) ronlcni])Luous. “ I’orldcr, 
n slick nncl bunlens for an nss ; bicad, nnd distjpbnc 
mul Avoik for a scivanfc” — uliicb is leniiin^ccnt of 
the sca-caplain nlio, to keep liis crew fiom gnjmblin^ 
in idleness, set them in spaic hours to •'crape the 
lust from the anchor-chains. There is, houe\ci, a 
broader spiiit and more Immanily in liis considcmlion 
of the woikcrs in the fields and then aristocratic 
brotheis in industiy, tlie artisan-ai lists, makers of 
the useful and beautiful, the graici, the smith, and 
the potter. Of them he points a contiast vliich 
indirectly exalts iihat ivc call the glor} of the work. 
Here aie voids shield, piegnant with meaning, 
worthy to be noted and kept in icmcmbrancc : 

“ The wisdom of the sciibe cometh by opporluiiity 
of leisuie, and he that hath little business shall 
become wnse. 

“Hoiv shall he become wise that holdeth the 

S lough, that glorieth in the shaft of the goad, that 
iiveth oxen and is occupied in their labours, and 
w’hose discourse is of the slock of bulls ? ” 

(Ecclus. xxx^iii.)• 

I Heed quote no moie of this passage, as it is 
to be lead in the pages that follow. It is but one 
instance, of many, showing the insight and truth, 
applicable to all times, of Ben Siia’s philoso])hy. 

In the small affaiis of cicry day these sages can 
help us and they — especially the waiter of 7Vic 
Wisdom of Solomon — are not unmindful of tlic 
larger life, the lighted truths, the eternal i critics. 
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Tliese \\ isdoni-books tnken together, ns \<>c aie 
taking them, giAe Jiclpful, strcngtliening counsel 
on the great and the little troubles, fcaiN, comfoit.s, 
questions which — all in a tangle and somehow' — com- 
pi ISC human life. 

Death these w liters could contemplate irith a 
lesignation w’liich challenges compaii‘Jon with the 
attitude of Omni, who was, lieforc all else, anxious 
to squeeze wine from the grapes and to take and gne 
kisses while still the sun was shining; he knowing 
full w'cll that in the emptiness and dnikness to come 
thei c could be no jo> s of compaii} , no laughtei , w me, 
01 love such as he Incd for a sorry delight wedded 
to a soriicr expectation, gneii to us, as it is, in 
^el^cs so moMiig and sweet that they accentuate the 
sadness c\cr blooding. “Fear not the sentence of 
death, i-cmembcr them thntha\e been before thee and 
that come after,'” is a fai noblci appeal to those who 
ti*emblc at the thought of the coming of the grey 
angel. And still thcie is God. “The E}cs of the 
lAiid arc ten-tlxnisand times brightci than the sun 
lie is omniscient and rules with beneficence; that 
confidence which the Jews in theii ichgion crcatetl 
was not extingui'-hed, despite past trouble and great 
national disappointments. As to the manner of 
lra^ oiling along the road of life, between the dim 
but certain gates of bnth and death : “ One praAing 
and another curbing, whose \oice will the I^ord listen 
tO''"' 'I'liC'-e siuings v]iow how wuH the\ ^iew man in 
the indnidual and the .abslmct: for what alwa\s 
tolls is chaiactei. “A man*'' attirc, and grinning 
laughter and gait shew what lie is," and — this to be 
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remembered b\ ihe public mnn licnit is 

breaking fiom the ingratitude of Iho-e he ser^e*, 
\\lmsc .sliouldci's arc galled by the thankless burden 
vhich dul)' has compellerl liim (obear-^“Thc man 
of lo^\ estate may be pardoned in mercy, but mighty 
men shall l>c seaixhcn out mighliK.''’ On that tnie 
note — a .strengthening message fiom the cast to tiie 
dut} -doers of all times — it is nell to clo-'C. 
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1 Lo\e iiglitcousncss, tlmt be judges of ilic 
iaillij think }e of the I^id i\ilh n good ninid, and 
n singleness of lieait seek him ; 

llccause lie is found of ilicni that tempt him not, 
uid IS manifested to them that do not distrust him. 

]*'oi ciookcd thoughts sepaiatc fiom God ; and 
:hc supieme Poivcr, when it is brouglit to the pioof, 
luttcth to confusion the foolish : 

BcH.‘ause wisdom will not enter into a soul that 
le^isoth cmI, nor dwell in a bod\ that is held in 
pledge bv sin. 

Foi a )iol} spirit of discijihne will ilce deceit, aiul 
rtill start away from thoughts that arc without 
andeiNtanding, and will Ixi put to confusion when 
Luuighleousncss hath come in. 

l*'or wisdom is a spmt that lo\eth man. and she 
ivill not hold a blasphemer guiltless for his li[)s; 
lictausc God lx?nreth witness of his reins, and is a 
tnie o\ crsccr of his hcai U and a hcai-cr of his tongue 
Because the spirit of the Ixinl hath tillctl the 
woild, and that whicli lioldeth all things together 
liath knowledge of c\er\ \oic*c. 

Therefore no man th il ulteivth uniighteous things 
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shall lid mi‘:ccn ; ncilhor shall .Tu'-licc, ^^hc^ it con* 
^ icteth, pass him hy. 

For in the nn(l''t of hi'' comivcK llic tnij^oflK •-Inll 
l>c searched out, nnd the Mmnd of In'- uonL •'hall 
come unto the Lottl to bring to coiniction hi> 
la^'less deeds* 

Because there is nn car of jealousy tint h'-lcntth 
to all tlnng>. and the noi'C of innnnunng' is not hub 

Bc''arc then of unprofitable nmnnunng. and re- 
frain }our tongue from luukbiting; Ixx'auseno sciTtt 
utterance shall go on its way \oul, and a mouth that 
belietli de5tro\ctli a ‘^oub 

Court not death in the error of your life; neither 
draw- upon your*cl\cs dcstniction by tlic works of 
a our hands : 

Because God made not death , neitlicr dclighteth 
he when the hhing pcri<h . 

For he created all things that thev might ha\e 
being: nnd the genera tnc powers of the world arc 
healthsome, and Bierc is no poison of destruction in 
them : nor hath Hades ro\al dominion upon cartli. 

For righteoumess is immortal : 

But ungodly men by their hand-? and their word*? 
called death unto them : deeming liim a friend they 
consmned away, and they made a co\cnant with him, 
because they arc wortliy to l>c of his portion. 

2 For they said within tliemrcbes, reasoning not 
aright. Short and sorrow ful is our life : and there is 
no healing w hen a man cometli to his end. and none 
was ever known tliat ga\ e release from Hades. 

Because by mei-e chance were we bom, and here- 
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after wc shall be as though ve had ne\cr been: 
because the biealh in our nostiils is smoko, and 
nhilc oui hcait beatelh icnson is a spaik, 

Wiich being extinguished, the body shall be 
turned into ashas, and the spint shall lie dispcl^ed os 
thin an ; 

And our name shall be forgotten in time, and no 
man shall lemembei oui noiks; and our life shall 
pass away as the tiaces of a cloud, and shall be 
scatteied as is a mist, when it is chased by the beams 
of the sun, and o^erconle by the heat thereof. 

For our allotted time is the passing of a shadow , 
and our end retreatelh not ; because it is fast scaled, 
and none turnelh it back. 

Come Iheicfoie and let us enjo> the good tilings 
that now' 01 X 1 ; and let us use the civation with all 
our soul as youth's possession. 

J^t us fill ourselves with costly wine and per- 
fumes; and let no flower of spiing pass us by; 

Let iis cixiwn oui'sehes with lose-uud", bcibie the} 
be witheied • 

Ix't none of us go without his share in our jiroud 
ixwehy * exeryw here let us leaxe tokens of our miith ; 
bcx'aiise this is oui poilion, and our lot is this. 

I>et us oppress the righteous pool ; let us not 
sp.ue the widow, noi ixxercncc the haiix of the old 
man gray foi length of \c:ir% 

Ihit let our strength lie to u•^ a law of righteou^' 
nesv ; foi that which 1 n weak In found to lx* of no 

SCI V U'O, 

Rut let us lie in wait for the iightcou^ man. 
because he is of dis^aviec to u^, and is contrary to 
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ou^^\olkc, and njdjraidolh vitk sins against llie 
lau, and In^eth to onr <haigc sins against oni 
discipline. 

He professeth to ha\e knoalnlge of Gml. and 
nainetli himself <;er\anl of the l^ird. 

He Ixicanie to us a reproof of onr llionghts. 

He Is prie\ons unto us c\tn to Ix-hold, Ixtamc his 
life IS unlike other men’s, and iiis paths art of vtmnge 
fashion. 

We vcrc accounted of him as liasc metal, and ho 
ahstaineth from our na\s as from unclt*anne>'es 
The latter end of the righteous he callelh hnjipy: 
and he vaunteth that God is his father. 

Let US see if his words !« true, and let us tr\ 
vhat shall befall in the ending of his life. 

For if the righteous man is God’s son. he wall 
uphold him, and he mil delucr him out of the 
hand of his ad\er5arie<. 

With outrage mid torture let us put him to the 
test, that we ma} learn his gentleness, mid ma\ 
pro\e his patience under wTong. 

Let us condemn him to a shameful death ; for lie 
shall be nsited accoi'ding to his w ords. 

Tlius reasoned they, and the} w ere led astraa ; for 
tlieir mckedness blinded them, 

And tliey knew not the masteries of God, neither 
hoped they for wages of holiness, noi did they judge 
that there is a prire for blameless souls. 

Because God created man foi incorruption, mid 
made him an image of his own proper being ; 

But bv the env^ of the de\il death entered into 
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ilio ^^orl(l, and they that ai-e of his poilion niako 
Inal iheieof. 

3 But the souls of the nghtcous aie in tlie liuiul 
of God, and no toi inent shall touch them 

In the e>es of the foolish they seemed to ha\e 
died , and then depaiture \ias accounted to be then 
hint, 

And thcii journeying away fiom us to he their 
linn but they aic 111 peace. 

For e\cn if in the siglit of nieii they be punished, 
their hope is full of immoitalit}’ , 

And ha\ing boinc a little cha.stening, they shall 
icccne gieat good , because God made tiial of them, 
and found them worthy of himself. 

As gold 111 the furnace he pio\e<l them, and as 
a whole biiint ofiernig he accepted them. 

And in the time of then visitation they shall 
shine forth, and as spaiks among stubble the\ shall 
run to and fro 

They shall judge nations, and ha\e dominion o\oi 
jieoples, and the Loid shall leign o\or them foi 
e\eimoic 

They that tuist on him shall understand tiaith, 
and the faithful shall abide with him m loie, 
because grace and mercy aie to his chosen. 

But the ungodly shall l>o rtajuited e\cn as the} 
rcasoiicd, the} which lightly reganlcal the iighlc-ous 
man, and rcxolted fiom the Lonl , 

(For he that setteth at nought wwlom and 
discipline Is nnserible.) .and ^old istluirhojK' and 
their toils impi-otltable. and uselc^'s arc tluir woiks . 
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Their ^^ivcs arc foolish, and wicked are their 
children ; 

Accursed is their boffctting. Because happ)'- is 
the baricn that is unuefiled, she n-lio liath not 
conceived in transgicssion ; she shall liave fruit nhen 
God visiteth souls. 

And happy is the eunuch nhich hath wi ought no 
lawless dcca with his hands, noi imagined vicked 
things against the Lord ; foi thcie shall be given 
him for Tiis faithfulness a peculiar favour, and a lot 
in the sanctuary of the Lord nioic delightsome than 
wife or children. 

For good labours have fruit of gi eat renown ; and 
the root of understanding cannot fail. 

But childi'en of adulterei-s shall not come to 
matuiity, and the seed of an unlawful bed shall 
vanish away. 

For if they live long, the}' shall be held in no 
account, and at the last their old age shall be n itli- 
out honour. 

And if tliey die quickly, they shall have no hope, 
nor in the day of decision shall they ha^ e consolation. 

For the end of an uniighteous geneiation is always 
grievous. 

4 Better than this is childlessness witli virtue ; 
for in the memory of virtue is immortality * because 
it is lecognised both before God and befoie men. 

When it is present, men imitate it ; and they long 
after it when it is departed- and throughout all 
time it marcheth crowned in triumph, victonous in 
the strife for the prizes that are undefiled. 

But the multiplying brood of tlie ungodly shall 
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be of no profit, and with bastaid slips tliey shall not 
strike deep root, nor shall they establish a sure hold. 

For even if these put foith boughs and flourish 
for a season, yet, standing unsuie, they shall be 
shaken by the wind, and by the violence of winds 
they shall be looted out 

Their branches shall be broken off before they 
conic to maturity, and theii fruit shall be useless, 
ne\er lipe to eat, and fit for nothing. 

For children unlan fully begotten aie nitnesses 
of Mickedncss against patents when God seaicheth 
them out. 

But a lighleous man, though he die befoie his 
tune, shall be at rest. 

(For honouiable old age is not that which standeth 
in length of time, nor is its mcasuie gi\en bynuinbei 
of y eai s 

But iindcrstaiiding is giay hairs unto men, and an 
unspotted life is iipc old age.) 

Being found m ell-jileasiirg unto God lie was 
beloied of him, and while hung among sinners he 
was translated: 

He w as caught aw a> , lest w ickedness should change 
Ills undei standing, oi guile dccene his soul. 

(Foi the bewitching of naughtiness beclimmeth the 
llllng^ which are good, and the giddy whirl of desii-e 
pcriciteth an innocent mind.) 

Being made peifect in a little while, he fulfilled 
long Neais . 

For Ills soul was ple.asmg unto the Ixinl thci-e- 
foiv hastcxl he out of the midst of wickedness. 
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But as for llic peoples, seeing nnrl lln(leI^lnn^ling 
not, neither hiding this to lieniL, that grnee niul 
ineicy are uitli liis clioscn, and lhat lie visilclh his 
holy ones: — 

But a righteous man lhat is dead shall condemn 
the ungodly that ai-c living, and }oulli that is 
quickly peifected the many \cars of an umighleous 
man's old age ; 

For the ungodly shall see a wise man’s end, 
and shall not undeiNland uhat the Loid purjioscd 
conceniing him, and for «hat he s.'ifcl^ kept 
him • — 

They shall see, and the\ shall despise ; hut them 
the Lord shall laugh to sconi. And aflci this they 
shall become a dishonoured caica.se, and a icproath 
among the dead for c\ei 

Because he shall dicsh them spcechles.s to the 
giound, and shall shake them fiom the foundations, 
and they shall he utteily waste, and they shall he in 
anguish, and their memoiy shall pen’sh. 

They shall come, when their sins aie leckoncd uj), 
w’ith cow’ard feai ; and their lawless deeds shall 
con^^ct them to then face 

6 Then shall the nghteous man stand in gieat 
boldness befoi-e the face of them that aflhcted him, 
and them that make his labours of no account 

T^Hien they see it, they shall lie ti-oubled with 
terrible fear, and shall be amazed at the man el of 
God’s salvation. 

They shall say within themsehes repenting, and 
foi distiess of spiiit shall they gioan, This was he 
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wliom afoictime ^\e had in derision, and made a 
paiable of lepioach • 

We fools accounted his life madness, and his end 
without honoux . 

How Mas he numheied among sons of God ^ and 
how is Ins lot anxong saints ? 

■ Vciily we xvent astiay froin the way of tiaith, and 
the light of I’ighteonsness shined not for us, and the 
sun rose not for us. 

We took our fill of the patlis of lawlessness and 
destniction, and we journe 3 ’cd through tiackless 
desei ts, but the w ay of tlie Loi'd we knew not. 

Wliat did our ariogancy piofit us? and what 
good ha\e ilches and xaunting nrought us ? 

Those things all passed away as a shadow , and as a 
message tliat iimnetli by ; 

As a ship passing through tlxe billow}' w’atei, 
whcicof, when it is gone by, therc is no tiace to 
be found, neither pathway of its keel in the 
Ixillows : 

Oi as when a bird flieth thi-ough the air, no token 
of hei passage is found, but the light wind, lashed 
with the stroke of lier pinions, and lent asunder with 
the \iolent lUsh of the moMiig wings, is passed 
through, and aftei wards no sign of hei coming is 
found thciein : 

Oi a> when an arrow is shot at a maik, the air 
(hsjnrted closeth up again immediately, so that men 
know not where it pisscd through. 

So we aho, as soon as we were boni, ceased to Ijc 
and of \irlue we liad no sign to s}iew, but in oui 
wukmlncss we weiv iillerh consumed. 
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Because Ihe hope of the ungodly man is as diafT 
cainetl In the wind, and as fo.im vnnidnng !»• foix> a 
temjKnt; and is scnltered as smoke is stallciX“<l In 
the wind, and passeth by as Ihe itmtinhrame of a 
guest that huiieth but a day. 

But tlie n'ghlcous live for c\ci, and in tlio Lord is 
tlieir reward, and llie taie foi tliem with the Most 
High. 

Tliereforc shall they reteiic llic crown of io)al 
dignity and the diadem of he.uil) from the Isold's 
hand; because with his nglil hand shall he to\er 
them, and with his arm shall he shield them. 

He shall take his jealousy as tomjilele aimour, and 
shall make the whole ci'calion his we ijions for \on- 
geaiice on his eiieinius • 

He sliall put on righteousncvs jcs a hre'tsljdatc, 
and shall airay liniiself with jiidgcmenl unfeigiie<l 
as with a helmet ; 

He shall take holiness as an iin ineible shudd, 

And he shall sharjien stem w rath foi a sw oitl . and 
the woild shall go foitli with him to fight against 
his insensate foes. 

Shafts of lightning shall fly with true aim, and 
from tlie clouds, as fiom a well thawn bow, shall they 
leap to the maik. 

And as from an engine of war shall bo hurled hail- 
stones full of wrath; the watei of the sea shall be 
angered against them, and iiveix. shall stonily OAor- 
whelni them , 

A mighty blast shall encounter them, and as a 
tempest shall it winnow them away, and so shall 
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l!\^^lGss^e 5 S make all tlie land desolate, and their 
c^il-dolng sliall o^ertu^l the thiones of princes. 

6 Hear therefore, ye kings, and understand, learn, 
}e judges of the ends of the earth : 

Gne ear, ye that have dominion over much 
people, and make your boast in multitudes of 
nation'^. 

Because your dominion was giien you fioni the 
LokI, and }our so\eieignty from the Most High; 
vho shall search out your vorks, and shall make 
inquisition of )our counsels . 

Because being officei's of his kingdom ye did not 
judge aright, neither kept ye law, nor valked after 
the counsel of God. 

A V full} and swiftly shall he come upon you; 
because a stern judgement befalletli them that be m 
high place: 

For the man of low estate may be pardoned in 
mci-cy, but mighty men shall be searched out 
mighiih. 

For the So\oieign Lord of all will not refrain 
hini'-elf for any man’s pGr‘;on, neither will he reverence 
greatnass ; bccau^'C it is lie that made both small 
and great, and alike he taketh thought for all ; 

But vtnet IS the scmtiny that cometh upon the 
powerful 

Unto }on, therefore. O princes, are my words, that 
}c m-n Jcini wisdom and fall not from the right 
w a \ . 

i or ther that hare kept liolih the things that 
are hol\ shall theinschcs be hallowed ; and they 
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that have been taught them shall find what to 
answer ; 

Set your desire therefore on my words ; long for 
them, and ye shall be trained by their discipline. 

Wisdom is radiant and fadeth not away , and 
easily is she beheld of them that love her, and found 
of them that seek her. 

She forestaUeth them that desire to know her, 
making herself first known. 

He that riseth up early to seek her shall have no 
toil, for he shall find her sitting at his gates. 

For to think upon her is perfectness of undei- 
standing, and he that watcheth for her sake shall 
quickly be free from care. 

Because she goeth about, herself seeking them that 
are woithy of her, and in their paths she appeal eth 
unto them graciously, and in every purpose she 
meeteth them. 

For her true beginning is desire of discipline ; and 
the care for discipline is love of her ; 

And love of her is observance of her laws ; and 
to give heed to her laws confirineth incoii-uption , 

And inconuption bringeth near unto God ; 

So then desire of wisdom promoteth to a king- 
dom. 

If therefore ve delight in thiones and sceptres, ye 
princes of peoples, honour wisdom, that ye may reign 
for ever. 

But what wisdom is, and how she came into being, 
I vill declare, and I wiU not hide mystenes from 
you ; but I will trace her out from the beginning of 
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creation, and bring the kno^\ ledge of her into cleai 
liglit, and I V ill not pass by the truth , 

Neither indeed will I take pining envy for niy 
companion in the vay, because envy shall have no 
fellovsliip with wisdom. 

Riit a multitude of wise men is salvation to the 
woild, and an understanding king is tranquillity to 
his people. 

Wheicfoie be disciplined by ni} w'oids, and thereby 
shall }e piofit. 

7 I myself also am moital, like to all, and am 
spiung fiom one bom of the eaith, the man first 
formed, 

And in the w omb of a mother w as I moulded into 
fiesh in the time of ten months, being compacted in 
blood of the seed of man and pleasuie that came 
with sleep. 

And I aho, when I was bom, drew in the common 
an, and fell upon the kindred eaith, utteiing, like 
all, for iin fii'^t ^olcc, the selfsame wail . 

In swaddling clothes was I nui’scd, and with watch- 
ful CIll'Cs. 

Imi no king had am other fii-st beginning ; 

Ihit all men lane one entrance into life, and a 
like depailui'c. 

Foi tills cause I pra\ed, and understanding was 
given me: 1 c.illcd upon God, and there came to me 
a spirit of wi^loiii 

1 pix'feircd hei befoi-c sceptres and tlinmcs, and 
rubes 1 esteemed nothing in comparison of her. 

Neither did I liken to lier ain priceless gem, lie- 
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cnusc nil the gold of the enilh in hci picsonce is n, 
hlllc snndj nnd .siher slinll be nccountcd as clay 
befoic hei. 

Abo^c heallli nnd coniclinas.s I ]o\ed her, nnd I 
chose to hnsc her inthci than light, beennse hei 
blight shining is ne^cr laid to sleep. 

But s\ilh her there came to me all good things 
together, nnd in her hands inninneinblc iichcs. 

And I rejoiced over them all because visdom 
leadeth them ; though I knea not that she vns the 
mother of them. 

As I leanied nithont guile, I impait without 
gindging, I do not hide lici nehes. 

For she is unto men a treasure that faileth not, 
and tliey that use it obtain fiicndslnp vith God, 
commended to him by the gifts which the} through 
discipline present to him. 

But to me may God give to speak vitli judgement, 
and to conccne thoughts noithy of what hath been 
given me; because himself is one tliat guideth esen 
W'lsdom and that coiTecteth the w iso. 

Foi in his hand arc botli we and oui words; all 
underetanding, and all acquaintance wuth di\ers 
crafts. 

For himself gave me an uncm’ng knowledge of 
the things that are, to know tlie constitution of the 
world, and the operation of the elements ; 

The beginning and end and middle of timas, 
the altei-nations of the solstices and the changes of 
seasons, 

The circuits of 3 'ears and the positions of stare ; 
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Tlic natures of li\nng creatuics and the ragings 
of lid beasts, the violences of u inds and the thoughts 
of men, the dncisities of plants and the virtues of 
roots 

All things that arc cither secret or manifest I 
Icnnicd, 

For she that is the aitificcr of all things taught 
me, eien wisdom. 

For theic is in her a spirit quick of understanding, 
holy, alone in kind, manifold, subtil, fieely moving, 
deal in utterance, unpolluted, distinct, unharmed, 
loMiig iihat is good, keen, unhindered, 

Beneficent, loMng tow aid man, steadfast, suie, fiec 
fiom caie, all-powcilul, all-surveying, and peneliating 
through all spiiits that aic quick of undeisianding, 
pine, ino''t subtil * 

For wi«;dom is moie mobile than miy motion ; yea, 
she pcnndclh and penelratcth all things b} reason 
of hei pmcncss. 

For she is a breath of the power of God, and a 
clear cfilucnce of the glory of the Almighty ; theic- 
forc can nothing defiled find entrance into her 

For she is an effulgence from c\oi lasting light, 
and an unspotted mirror of the working of God, 
and an image of his goodnes'i. 

And she, being one, hath jiower to do all things ; 
and remaining in her<clf, renew eth all things and 
from generation to generation nnssmginto holy souls 
'•ho maketh men friends of Goii and prophets 

hoi nothing doth God love sa\ehim that dwelklh 
with wisdom. 


3 
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For she is fairer limn the sun, and aho'c all the 
conbtcllations of the stars: Iming coinpaicd nitli 
light, she is found to be before it ; 

For to the light of day succccdelh night, but 
against wisdom e^^l doth not prevail ; 

8 But she rcacheth from one end of the world 
to the other with full strength, and ortlercth all 
things graciously. 

Her I lo^ed and sought out from my }outh, and 
I sought to take her for m\ bride, and I became 
enamoured of her beauty. 

She glorifieth her noble birtli in tlmt it is gi\cn 
her to li\e witli God, and the So\crcign Lord of all 
loved her. 

For she is initiated into the knowledge of God, 
and she chooseth out for him his works. 

But if riches are a desired possession in life, what 
is licher than wisdom, which woiketh all things? 

And if undei'standing worketli, who more than 
w isdom is an artificer of the things that are ? 

And if a man lo^eth righteousness, the fruits of 
wisdom’s labour are \irtucs, for she teachetli sober- 
ness and understanding, righteousness and coinage ; 
and there is nothing in life for men more profitable 
than these. 

And if a man longeth e^ en for much experience, 
she knoweth the tilings of old, and divineth the 
things to come : she understandeth subtilties of 
speeches and inteipietations of daik savings: she 
foreseeth signs and wondeis, and the issues of seasons 
and times. 



BIMOUTALrrY 


35 


I deleimincd Ihciefore to take licr unto me to li\e 
^Mth me, knowing that bhc is one who would gne me 
good thoughts for counsel, and encourage me in cares 
and grief. 

Because of her I shall ha\e glory among multitudes, 
and honour in the sight of elders, though I be }oung. 

I shall be found of a quick conceit when I gne 
judgement, and in the prasence of pnnccs I shall be 
adnnicd. 


AVhen I am silent, they shall wait for me, and 
when I open my lips, they shall gise heed unto me ; 
and if I continue speaking, they shall lay theii hand 
upon their mouth 

Beuxusc of her I shall ha\e immortahtx, and leaxe 
behind an denial mcnioi} to them that come after me. 

I shall goxeni peoples, and nations shall be sub- 
jected to me. 

Diead piincos shall fear me when they hear of 
me among ni} people I shall shew nnscif a good 
lulei, and in wrr courageous. 

When I am come into nn house, I shall find lest 
with her; for coincide with her hath no bitterncs'-, 


and to In e w ith her hath no pain, but gladness and jo> . 

When I considered the>e things in nnsdf, and 
took thought in mv heail how* that in kinship unto 
wisdom IS immoitalitx. 


And in her friendslup is good delight, and in the 
labom-s of her hands is wedth that lailcth not, and 


in assiduous communing witli licr is understanding, 
and great ivnown in haxing fellowship with her 
woixls. 1 went about s(.-ekuig ho" to take her unto 
m\ self. 



36 


(hu X col, , """ ” “"- 

th® 0 God ox*. I saidT' '^^o,g,,t 

a!T^; “ ™'> 4 ujfJ^>.''n<! io,d ,,„ 

should lii*,^ ^L"“^<^°m Iholi f^ >>y % 

thee '"”'«» o.er V°"""^'‘ , 

rufe «;„ ‘ "“•tures Ji 1'"^ he 

execuf! ’''01 Jd y., , . ^ i,eje 

, because r ^ '”e uof a 5,, xt , 

^'^'’odiaaid ; % hoiy ""'^ 00 «iv 

foe eCJ'^^^^^XUdTet'rf-A-d e„7„c°{_ % 



KNOWLEDGE AND SALVATION 37 

And wiUi tliee is wisdom, whicli knoweUi tin work^., 
and was present when thou wnst making the woild, and 
width understandelh what is pleasing in thine e}cs, 
and what is light accoiding to thy commandment. 

Send her forth out of the hoi}' hea\cns, and from 
the till one of thy gloiy bid her come, that being 
picsent with me she may toil with me, and that I 
may leani what is well-pleasing befoic thee. 

Eoi she knowcth all things and hath undei'standing 
thcieof, and in my doings she shall guide me in wa}s 
of sobeiness. and she shall guard me in her gloi}. 

And so shall ni} woiks be acceptable, and I shall 
judge th} peojile iighteousl\, and I shall be woith) 
of mv fathei’s tin one 

Foi what man shall know the counsel of God 
or who shall tonccne what the Ixnxl willelh^ 

Eoi the thoughts of mortals aic timorous, and 
oui deMCCs ai'o pi one to fail 

Foi a coiiuptihle bod\ wcigheth down the soul, 
and the earthly frame helh hea\} on a mind that is 
full of (aiyis. 

And hanlly do we divine the things that ait? on 
cnilh, and the things that are clo'-e at hand we find 
with laboui , but the things that aic in the heavens 
who evei vet tmced out'' 

.\nd wlu) evei gauK“d knowledge of thv touu^el, 
e\(opl thou glve^t wivdom. and siutv-t thv holv 
sjmit fiom on liigli ' 

And it w vs thus that the wavs of them whuh are 
on t VI 111 wiiv lonxated, and nun were taught the 
things that are pk i^iiig unto tliev , and through 
wisdom were tluv vived 
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ECCLESIASTICUS 

1 Atx wisdom comelli from the nnd is 

with him for ever. 

Tlie sand of the sens, and the drops of rain, and 
the days of etcniity, ^\ho shall number? 

The height of the heaven, nnd the breadth of the 
earth, nnd the deep, and uisdom, vho .shall search 
them out ? 

Wisdom hath been created before all things, and 
the understanding of prudence fiom e\ crlasting. 

To ^\hom hath the root of wisdom been ie\caled ? 
nnd wdio hath knowm her shrewd counsels ? 

There is one wise, greatly to be feaied, the Lord 
sitting upon his throne • 

He created her, and saw, and numbered her, and 
poured her out upon all his w orks. 

She is w'itli all flesh accoiding to his gift; and 
he gave her freely to them that love him. 

The fear of the Lord is glory, and exultation, and 
gladness, and a crown of lejoicmg. 

The fear of the Loid shall delight tlie heait, and 
shall give gladness, and joy, nnd length of days. 

' 88 
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\\nioso fcaiclli llie Lord, it shall go well with 
him at the last, and in the da} of his death he shall 
Ije blessed. 

To fear the Lord is llie beginning of wisflom ; and 
it was created together with the faithful in the 
w’oinb. 

With men she laid an ctcnial foundation ; and 
with their seed shall she be had in tiaist. 

To fear the Ixird is the fulness of wisdom , and 
she satiateth men with her fioiiLs. 

She shall fill all her house with desirable things, 
and her gaineis with her produce. 

The fear of the L-onl is the crown of wisdom, 
making peace and iicifcct health to flonrish. 

Ho both saw ana numbci-ed her; he rained down 
skill and knowledge of undeistanding, and exalted 
the honoiii of Uiem that hold her fast 

To fear the I^rd is the root of w isdom ; and her 
blanches aie length of days. 

Unjust wrath can ne^er l>e justifictl ; foi the swa} 
of his wi-ath IS his downfall. 

A man that is longsuflering will liear for a sctsou, 
and aft 01 wards gladness shall spring up unto him 

He will hide his words for a season, and the bps 
of mail} shall tell forth liis undcr^tandlng. 

A puablo of knowledge is in tlie treasun-. of 
wisdom ; but godliness is an abomination to a ^nnur 

If thou desire wisdom, kc'cji the commandment', 
and the lainl 'hidl gi\e her unto thee frt-<‘l\ • 

Ftn (he fear of the I^idi' wimIoiii and iii'lnution , 
and in futh and iiKa-kut" is hi' good jih I'lUi 
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Disobey not tlie fear of the Lord ; and come not 
unto him with a doulile heart. 

Be not a hwocrite in tlie mouths of men ; and 
take good heed to thy lips. 

Exalt not thyself, lest thou fall, and bring dis- 
honour upon thy soul ; and so the Lord shall -reveal 
thy secrets, and shall cast thee down in the midst of 
the congi’egation ; because thou earnest not unto the 
feai’ of the Lord, and thy heart was full of deceiL 

2 My son, if thou comest to serve the !]L.ord, 
prepaie thy soul for temptation. 

Set thy heart aright, and constantly endure, and 
make not haste in time of calamity. 

Cleave unto him, and depart not, that thou tnayest 
be inci eased at thy latter end. 

Accept whatsoever is bi ought upon thee, and be 
longsuftering when thou passeth into humiliation. 

For gold is tiied in the fire, and acceptable men 
in the foraace of humiliation. 

Put thy trust in him, and he aviU help thee : order 
thy Avays aright, and set thy hope on him. 

Ye that fear the Lord, wait for his mercy ; and 
turn not aside, lest ye fall. 

Ye that fear the Lord, put your trust in him ; 
and your rewai’d shall not fail. 

Ye that fear the Lord, hope for good things, and 
for eternal gladness and mercy. 

Look at the generations of old, and see * who did 
ever put his trust in the Lord, and was ashamed ? 
or who did abide in his fear, and was forsaken ? or 
who did call upon him, and he despised him ? 
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Foi ilie 1^1(1 1*^ full of compassion and meic\ , 
and he folgi^etll sms, and suNcth in lime of adlielion. 

Woe unto fearful hearts, and to faint hands, and 
to the .sinnei that gocth two wa%s * 

Woe unto the taint heaiL! for it belieielh not, 
themfoic shall it not be defended. 

Woe unto }ou that ha^e lost ) our patience ' and 
what will ye do when the I^nl shall Msit }ou ? 

They that fcai the Lord will not disnlicy his 
woids, and they that lo\e him will kcc)i his wa\s. 

They that feai the Loid will seek his good 
jileitsuie ; and they that Io\e him shall be filled with 
the law . 

They that feai the Loid will pixipaie their heail-s, 
and will luuulile then souls in his sight, sa\ing, 

We will fall into the hands of the l^oid. and not 
into the hands of men : foi as his maiesti is, so also 
IS Ills inoicN. 

3 lleai me \our father, O nu thildieii, and do 
theicaftoi, tliat \o may be sa\od 

h'oi the Lord hatli gi\en the fathei gloi\ as 
toiuhing the ehildix'u, and hath coufiimed the judge- 
men of the mother as touthiug tlie sous 

He that honouivth his fathei s]j;dl make aloiKim lit 
foi slus 

And ho that giveth gloi \ to his uiotlar is as one 
that laieth up tivisme 

AVhoso hoiunm til his fatlm slull Inn jo\ of his 
(.hildivn. uul ui the d i\ of his ni.ivsr he -hall b 
he ml 
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He that giveth glory, to his father shall have 
length of days; and he that hearkeneth unto the 
Lord shall biing rest unto his mother, 

And will do service under his parents, as unto 
mastei's. 

In deed and word honour thy father, that a 
blessing may come upon thee from him. 

For the blessing of the father establisheth the 
houses of children ; but the curse of the mother 
rooteth out the foundations. 

Glorify not thyself in the dishonour of thy father ; 
for thy father’s dishonour is no glory unto thee. 

For the gloiy of a man is from the honour of his 
fatlier ; and a motlier in dishonoui is a reproach to 
her children. 

My son, help thy father in his old age ; and grieve 
him not as long as he liveth. 

And if he fail in undei’standing, have patience 
vdth him ; and dishonour him not wliile thou art m 
tliy full strength. 

For the reliering of thy father shall not be 
forgotten : and instead of sms it shall be added to 
build thee up. 

In the day of thine affliction it shall remember 
thee ; as fair weather upon ice, so shall thy sins also 
melt away. 

He tliat foi-saketh his father is as a blasphemer ; 
and he that provoketh his mother is cursed of the 
Lord. 

My son, go on with thy business in meekness , so 
shalt thou be beloved of an acceptable man. 
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The giealcr thou nit, humble th\sclf the moie, 
and thou shnlt find fa\oui before tlie I^oid. 

For gicat is tlie potency of the I^id, and he is 
glorifiea of them that aie lowly. 

Seek not things that ai-c too hard for thee, and 
seaich not out things that ai'C abo\e thy strength 

The things that ha^e been commanded thee, think 
thereupon , foi thou hast no need of the things that 
are seciet. 

Be not over busy in thy supeifiuous woiks for 
11101 e things are shewed unto thee than men can 
iindeistmid. 

For tlie conceit of main bath led them a.stra\ ; and 
cmI surmising hath caused their judgement to slip. 

A stubboin heart shall fare ill at the last , and he 
that lo\eth danger shall perish therein. 

A stubboin licait shall be laden with troubles, 
and the sinner shall heap sm upon sin 

Hie calamity of the pioud is no healing; for a 
plant of wickedness hath taken loot in him. 

The heait of the jinident will understand a 
paiable; and the car ol a hstcnei is the ck-siie of 
a wise man. 

Water will quench a flaming fire , and nlmsgniim 
will make atonement foi sms 

He that mputeth good turns is mindful of that 
wliuh conieth afteiwanl ; and in the tina of his 
falling he shall find a support 

4 M\ son.depii\t not the jvmi of bis li\ni''. rnd 
in ike not the iHvd\ e\ts to w iit lung. 
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Make )iol n luingry soul soitow ful ; neither provoke 
a nmn in his (hstiexs. 

'i’o a lieart that is pio\oke(l arid not more trouble; 
and defer not to give to hitn tliat is in need. 

ItejecL not a .suppliant in his aflliction ; and turn 
not away Ih} face hoin a poor nmn. 

Tuin not away thine c}e from one llmt asketli of 
thee, and give none occasion to a man to cui.se tliee ■ 

For if lie cnise tliee in the bitlcrnas-, of liis sou), 
he llmt made him will heai Ids supplication. 

Get thvself the love of the congregation ; and to 
a gieat man liow thy head. 

Incline thine ear to a poor man, and answer him 
with peaceable woids m inc'ckncs.s. 

Deliver him tlmt is wronged fiom the liand of 
him that wrongeth him; and be not fainthearted in 
giving judgement. 

Be as a tather unto the fatlieilcss, and instead of 
a husband unto their molhei : so shalt thou be as 
a son of the IMost High, and he shall love thee more 
tlian thy mother doth. 

AVisdom exalteth her sons, and taketh hold of 
them that seek her. 

Ho that loveth her loveth life; and tliey that 
.seek to her earh shall be filled w ith gladness. 

He that hokietii her fast shall inherit gloiy ; and 
whei'e he entereth, the Lord will bless. 

They that do lier seivice shall minister to tlie 
Holy One; and them that love her the Loid doth 
love. 

He that giveth ear unto her shall judge the nations ; 
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nnd lie llml giietli heed unlo her •slmll dwell 
‘^ccnicly. 

If he her, he shall inherii her ; and his 

generations shall haie her in possession 

For at the fiist she will walk with him in crooked 
wa>s, nnd will bung fear nnd dread upon him, nnd 
torment him with her discipline, until she ma\ trust 
Ins sold, and tr} him by her judgements ; 

Tlieii will she return again tlic straight wa> unto 
him. and will gladden him, nnd re\eal to him her 
seeiels. 

If he go astia}, she will forsake him, and gne him 
o\ci to his fall. 

Obscive the oppoilunit\, and beware of c\il . and 
be not ashamed conceniing tin soul 

For Ihcix; is a slmnic that bimgeth sni . nnd lhci"c 
is a shame that is glory and grace. 

Accept not the pcis-on of am against tin soul , 
and leNcience no man unto tin falling. 

Refmin not sjieeih, when it kndclh to safeli . 
and hide not thy wisdom foi the sake of fair-seeming 

Foi b\ sj)cech wimIoiii shall l>e known , and nistriu- 
lion b\ the word of the tongue. 

Speak not against the truth ; nnd lx.’ abashed for 
thine ignomncc. 

Re not ashamed to make confession of tin sni- , 
nnd force not the current of the rner. 

Liy not tin self <lown for a fool to tread iipo’i , 
nnd aicejit not the jxrson of oiu’ that n might \ 

Slrne for the truth unto death, nnd the ly3nl Gcvl 
drill light for thee* 
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Ik nol IhlsI^ in lliy longue, niul in lliy deed*, slnek 
mul icnii'-s 

Ik not as a lion in lliy lioti'-e, nor fnnciftd nniong 
iliy .scr\n!iLs. 

1^1 nol ibino Imnd Ik: stix'lcbufl out to i‘cccnc,nnd 
c'losed ^\llen lliou sbouldesl lepA}. 

5 Set not thy hcai t upon lb\ goad^ ; nnd .sa} not, 
They me <suf]icienl foi me. 

Follow not thine own mind and th\ slienglh, to 
walk in the desires of thy licmt ; 

And say not, AVho .shall lia\c dominion oxer me ? 
for the IjOitl will .suiely take %engcancc on thee. 

Say not, I sinned, and what happcnc<l unto me ? 
for ific Lord is longsunbring. 

Conccniing atonement, be not without fair, to add 
sin upon sins : 

And say not, Ilis compassion is great; he will be 
pacifial for the multitude of my .sins: for meicy and 
wiath me with him, nnd In's indignation will rest 
upon sinners. 

Make no tarning to tuni to the Lord; and put 
not off fiom day to da} : foi suddenly shall the 
w rath of the Loid come forth ; nnd thou shnlt pciish 
in the time of sengeancc. 

Set not tliinc heart upon um ightcous gains : for 
thou shalt profit nothing in the day of calamity. 

Winnow' not w'ith c^ery wind, and walk not in 
every path: thus doetli the sinnei that hath a double 
tongue. 

Be stedfast in thy understanding; and let thy 
woi^d be one. 
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Uc swift to bear; and with patience make thine 
answer. 

If thou hast undei standing, miswci tin neighbour; 
and if not, let tliy hand be upon thy inoutli. 

Glory and dishonour is in talk . and the longue of 
a man is his fall. 

Be not called a whispeiei , and lie not in wait 
with thy tongue: for upon the thief thei'e is vljninc. 
and an c\il condemnation upon him that hath a 
double longue. 

In a great matter and in a small l>c not ignoiant ; 

6 And instead of a fiicnd become not an cncm\ , 
foi an c\il name shall inheiil ‘'hame and i-cproach . 
cNcn so shall the sinner that hath a double tongue. 

Exalt not thjsclf in the counsel of tin soul . that 
thv soul be not tom in jncccs as a bull : 

'i’hou slialt cal up thy leaves, and destroy th) 
fniiLs, and Ic-ne tin self as a dr\ liee 

A wivked soul shall dcstnn him that halh gotten 
it, and shall make him a laughing-stock to hn 
enemies. 

Sweet wonls will multiph a man's friends, and a 
fan -speaking tongue will multiph courltsio 

IaI those that me at peace with thee be man\ ; 
but tin counsellors one of a thousand. 

If thou wouldest gel thte a fraud, gel him In 
jnoMUg, and he not m liaste to tnist him 

Foi lluie Is a fiund that n s^ f,,i- ),jv co^n 
ot'casioii . and lie will not continue m the da\ of th\ 
aniiclion. 
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And ilieie is a friend that turneth to enmity ; and 
he will discover stiife to thy leproacli. 

' And there is a fiiend that is a companion at the 
table, and he will not continue in the day of thy 
affliction. 

And in thy prosperity be will be as thyself, and 
v ill be bold over thy seiwants : 

If thou shalt be bi ought low, he will be against 
thee, and w ill hide himself from thy face. 

Separate thyself from thine enemies ; and beware 
of thy friends. 

A faithful friend is a strong defence ; and he that 
hath found him hath found a treasuie. 

There is nothing tliat can be taken in exchange 
for a faithful fiiend; and his excellency is beyond 
price. 

A faithful friend is a medicine of life , and they 
that fear the Lord shall find him. 

He that feareth the Loid directeth his friendship 
aright ; for as he is, so is his neighbour also. 

My son, gather instruction fiom thy youth up : 
and even unto hoar hairs thou shalt find wisdom. 

Come unto her as one that ploweth and soweth, 
and wait for her good fruits ; for thy toil shall be 
httle in the tillage of her, and thou shalt eat of her 
fruits right soon. 

How exceeding hai'sh is she to tlie unlearned ' and 
he that is vdthout understanding iviU not abide in 
Jher. 

As a mighty stone of trial shall she rest upon him 
and' he will not delay to cast her from him. 
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Foi'mimIoiii is mconling lo licr imiiio ; niul s]ic is 
not nmnifesl nulo main. 

G]\c cai, nn .son, and accept in\ judgeincnl, and 
I'cfnse not niv counsel, 

-.\nd i)rjng iliy feel into her fellcjs, and lli_\ ncik 
into hei cliain. 

Pill lliy .sliouldei undei her, and bear lici . and Iw 
not gne\c'fl Mith lier Iwnds, 

Cninc unto her willi all lliy sold, and keep licr 
^\a^s Milh thy uhole po^'el. 

Seal'd), and seek, and she .shall be made known 
unto Ihcc , and when thou liasl got hold of hei, let 
liei not go. 

1m) 1 at the l.'Lst thou shalt find hci lest , and -be 
shall be turned for thee into gladne-'-' 

And liei fetteis shall be lo thee for a io\cnng 
of stixngtb, and hei chains foi a lobe of gloi \. 

Foi tlieie is .1 golden oiiianient ujion her, and hei 
li’Uids aie a iib.ind of blue. 

'J'hou sbalt put her on .as a lobe of gloi \ , and ‘■halt 
aii.'u ihcai with her as a ciown of n'joidng. 

M\ son, if thou wilt, thou sli dt lie instiudefl, 
.and if thou wilt Meld th\ '-Old, thou shall lie jinnh nt 

If thou lo\e to hc.ir, thou shidt laaenc , and if 
thou inehne thine e ir, thou shalt Is- wim. 

St Old thou in the multitude of the ddci's . iiid 
whos(» In wim. ih.ue thou unto him 

He willing to lisliii to t\».r\ Modls diMOiif'' . .e.d 
Kt luit the jutocibs of iindt 1st uhI'Iil: < t i}> tle- 

It thou sc\ vt a mm of uiulvi't.mduu. git tie-. 


t 
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betimes unto him, and let thy foot wear out the 
steps of his doors. 

Let thy mind dwell upon the ordinances of the 
Lord, and meditate continually in his commandments* 
he shall establish thine heart, and thy desire of 
wisdom shall be given unto thee. 

7 Do no evil, so shall no evil overtake thee. 

Depart from vrong, and it shall turn aside from 
thee. 

My son, sow not upon the furrovs of unrighteous- 
ness, and thou shalt not reap them sevenfold 

Seek not of tlic Loid pi*ceminencc, neither of the 
king tlie seat of honour. 

Justify not thyself in the presence of the Lord ; 
and display not thy wisdom befoi-e the king 

Seek not to be a judge, lest thou be not able to 
take aAvay iniquities ; lest haply thou fear the person 
of a miglity man, and lay a stumblingblock in the 
way of Uiy uprightness. 

Sin not against the multitude of the city, and cast 
not thyself do^vn in the ciowd. 

Bind not up sin twice ; for in one sin thou shalt 
not be unpunished. 

Say not, He will look upon the multitude of my 
gifts, and when I offer to the Most High God, he 
will accept it. 

Be not fainthearted in thy prayer; and neglect 
not to give alms. 
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Laugh not a man to scorn nlicn he in the 
hiilcmciss of hi*. <:oul ; for there is one \\lio humhlclh 
and cxallcth. 

Dcmsc not a lie against thy brother , ncillicr do 
the like to a friend. 

IvO\c not to make an\ manner of he; for the 
cvistoni Ihcrcof is not for good. 

Plate not in the nniltitndc of cldcis , and repeat 
not thy 1C Olds in th} piaicr. 

Hale not laborious work , neither hiisbaiidri, which 
the ]\Iost High hath ordained. 

Numlxir not tin self among the inultitudc of 
sinners* reincmbci that wrath mil not tairc 

Ilmiihle tin soul greatly , for the punishnicnt of 
the ungodly man is fue and the wonn. 

Change not a fiiciid fui a thing indiflci'ciit ; 
neithei a line biolher foi the gold of Ophii. 

I'oigo not a wise and gocwl wife , foi her graee n 
aboie gold. 

Liitivat not e\il a scri.uit that worketh tnili. nor 
a hin'hng that gneth thee hn life. 

Ix'l tin soul lo\e a wne sci\ant , defnuid him not 
of h)>eil\. 

Hast thou cattle^ ha\c an e\e to them, and if 
then are pioiit.ablo to thc*e. let them sta\ In this 

Hast tliou thildixii ' c'orm I them, and Ikiw down 
their ncak from their couth 

Hast thou daughters' cne hcasl t<» thtir L)'!}, 
and mike not tin facx* cliCHiful tuwanl tin m 
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Give !hy in nmnin^'r, nnd llioti slmlt 

lm\{* ar(onjj)lis}n.<l ti I'rtnl nmlUr: Atid gi\e licr to 
n ni/m of oi»!ci>lfUi(litig. 

Ila*'! Dioit a \ufc aftar lh\ laiiid r <a'>l her not 
out: bill trust not Dnself to one tlml is Imtc- 
ful. 

(>i\o gloi\ to lb\ fallu'i uilli thy uliolc heart; 
and foigcl not the pings of th\ mother. 

UenumlK'i Dial of tlicin llioit wasl lioni . and 
irlml Milt thou momjMUse them foi the things that 
they lm\e done for thee r 

Feai the I^^ird Milh all Ihy mhiI ; and rc\crcncc 
his priests. 

With all th\ sln-ngth loie him Ihul made thee; 
and foi-snke not his ministers. 

Fcai the l.ord, and gloiifv the jiricst; and gi^c 
him his poilion, eieii ms il is (onimandcd thcc, the 
riiNtfrints, and the Imspass on’ering, and the gift of 
the shoulders, and the saeiiticc of sanctification, and 
the firslfniits of holy things. 

Also to ilie poor man stretch out thy hand, that 
thy blessing may be jieifectcd. 

A gift hath gnicc in the sight of c\ery man 
liiing, and for a dead man keep not back gmcc. 

lie not Mauling to them that MtHip, and mouni 
Mith them that mourn. 

lie not sloM' to Msit a sick man; for b\ such 
things thou shall gain Io^e. 

In all tliy mattei's i-emembei thy last end, and 
thou shall novel do amiss. 
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8 Conleiul not with a niifrlitv man, lest hnp1\ 
tlion fall into his haiuK 

Stine not with n ricli man, lest Imply he o\ei- 
weigh thee for (rold hath flastio\cd ninny, niul 
turned aside the hearts of kings. 

Contend not with a man flmt is full of tongue, 
and heap not wood upon liis fiic. 

Jest not with a lude man, lest thine anecsloi-s be 
dislionouicfl. 

Heproneh not a man wlicn he tunicth fiom sin : 
lememhei that we aie all worth) of punishment. 

Eishonoui not a man in his old age ; foi some of 
us also nio wa\ing old. 

Ecjoice not o\ei one that is dead lememlici that 
we die all. 

Neglect not the discouisc of the wise, and lx? 
eon\eisvnnt with thou proieiliN, foi of them thou 
shalt lenni iiistniclion, and how to ministn togimt 
men, 

Miss not the discourse of the agid , foi tlu\ aho 
lenineil of then fatheis • because fioni tlum thou 
shalt learn undeislandiiig. and to give atiswti in 
time of ntasl. 

Kmdh* not the lods of a sjiuur, list thou lx 
bnnusl with the flame of lus fliv. 

Hist- not up fioni the pn'simv of .in uisohnl ma’i. 
lest he he m wait as an ainbu'h foi fh\ mouth 

land not to a man tint is m’uhl’t: th iii thv If, 
and if thou knd. be a‘ oiu tint hatb ki't 
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Be not surety above thy pouer : and if thou be 
surety, take thought as one that vill have to pay. 

Go not to law with a judge ; for according to his 
honour uill they give judgement for him. 

Go not in the way with a rash man, lest he be 
aggrieved v ith thee ; for he will do according to 
his own will, and thou shalt perish with his folly. 

Fight not vith a wrathful man, and travel not 
•with him through the desert , for blood is as nothing 
in his sight; and v\hei*e there is no help, he will 
overthrow thee. 

Take not counsel v ith a fool ; for he will noFbe 
able to conceal tlie matter. 

Do no secret thing before a stmnger ; for thou 
knowest not what he \sill bring foi-th. 

Open not thine heart to every man ; and let him 
not letum thee a favour. 

9 Be not jealous over the \Mfe of thy bosom, and 
teach her not an evil lesson against thyself. 

Give not thy soul mito a •aoman, that she should 
set her foot upon thy sti-ength. 

Go not to meet a woman that playeth the harlot, 
lest haply thou fall into her snares. 

Use not the company of a woman that is a singer, 
lest haply thou be caught by her attempts. 

Gaze not on a maid, less haply thou oe ti’apped in 
her penalties. 

Give not thy soul unto hai’lots, that thou lose 
not thine mhentauce. 

Look not round about thee m the streets of the 
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city, neither wander thou in the •'olilar\ plarr-s 
thci cof. 

Tuni nu/iy tliinc eye fioni n coniel) woiian. niid 
ga7e not on anotlicr’s l)eaul\ . by the btauh of a 
woman many ha^c l>cen led nstiay; and herowitlj 
]o\e is kindled as a fiix:. 

Sit not at all witli a woman that hath a lms])nnd ; 
and re\cl not with hci at the wine, le^'t Impl) lh_\ 
soul turn aside unto hci, and witli tin ''jnnt thou 
slide into destiuction. 

FoiNake not an old friend ; for the new is not 
eompaiahle to him , as new wine, so is a new fneml , 
if it become old, thou shalt ilrink it with uladiass, 

Enw not the glory of a sinner ; for thou kiiowi si 
not whal shall be his o\ei throw. 

Delight not in the delights of the imgodlv 
iememla ‘1 Ihco sliall not go iiiijmiiisheal unto the 
gnne. 

Keep thee far fi-om the man that hath powci to 
kill, and thou shall hrne no suspa-ion of the ft u of 
deilh and if thou tome imlo him, tommil no fault, 
lest he take awa\ tin life know snu-l^ that thou 
gotst ahout in midst of sn.ues, and walke't upon the 
b ittlements of a t it\. 

As Will as thou taint. giK'> at tin lieigldxeu . 
and tiike toinisel with tin. wim 

Ix't thv t on\t I'se lx* with nan of undt' t e< 1 'a: . 
and Kt all tin d isiount b in till 1 ti^ Jill Mu t 
lln'li 
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Ixt just men be the companions of tliy board; 
and lei thy glorying be in the fear of the Lord. 

For the liand of the artificers a work shall be 
commended • and he that ruleth the people shall be 
counted wise for his speech. 

A man full of tongue is dangerous in his city , 
and he that is headlong in Ins speech shall be 
hated. 

10 A wise judge wll instmet his people ; and the 
government of a man of understanding shall be well 
ordered. 

As is the judge of his people, so are his ministers ; 
and as is the ruler of the city, such aie all they that 
dwell therein. 

An uninstructed king will destroy his people , and 
a city will be established tlnough the underetanding 
of the powerful. 

In the hand of the Lord is the authority of the 
earth ; and in due time he will raise up over it one 
that is profitable. 

In the hand of the Lord is the prosperity of a 
man , and upon the person of the senbe shall he lay 
his honour. 

Be not wroth with thy neighbour for every 
wong; and do nothing by woiks of violence. 

Pride is hateful before the Lord and before men , 
and in the judgement of both will unrighteous- 
ness err. 

Sovereignty is tiansferred from nation to nation, 
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Ijecnusc of iniquiti&s, and deeds of M'olence, and 
grccKl of monc)’. 

\y\xy is eai th and ashes proud ? because in his 
life he liath cast away his bowels. 

It is a long disease ; the ph}sician inocketh and 
he is a king to-day, and to-nioiTow he shall die. 

Foi when a man is dead, he shall inherit creeping 
things, and beasts, and woinis 

It is the beginning of piide when a man depaiteth 
fioin the I^rd , and his heait is departed from him 
that made him. 

Foi the beginning of nude is sin ; and he that 
keepelh it will pom foi 111 abomination. For this 
(ausethe Loid hi ought ujion tlieiii strange calamities, 
and oveilhiew them utteilv. 

'I'lie I»id cast down the tin ones of lulcrs, and set 
the meek in Ihcii slcntl. 

The Loid plucked up the lools of nations, and 
jilanted the lowly in their stead. 

The I^ul o\orlhi'ew the lands of nations, and 
dost 1 X 1 ) cd them unto tlie foundations of tlie earth 

He took some of them away, and destroxed them, 
and made their memorial to cease fioni the eaitli. 

Piide hath not been cicnted for men, nor wmthful 
angei foi the oflspiing of w’omen. 

AYlmt niannor of seed hath honour^ the seed of 
man. What maiinci of see<l hath honour ^ the\ that 
feai the Loixl. What nmiinei of seed hath no 
hoiumi ' the seed of man. What mannei of secxl 
hath no hoiioni ''' then that tian-^gross the coin- 
mandimnts 
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ConimcnJ not a iimn for liis l)cnut\ , and abhor 
not a man foi Ins out.\\ard appearance. 

'Idle be<i IS little among sucli os 11% ; and her fmit 
is the chief of s\\ectmo.its 

Glor% not in the piitlnig on of lainient, and exalt 
not ih\self in the da% of honour, for the vorks of 
the Eoid aix; wondciful, and his woiks are hidden 
among men. 

Mail} kings lm\c .sat down ujxm the ground; 
and one that %\as iie\er thought of hath worn a 
diadem. 

Manv mighty men ha\e been grc-alK di-vgiacxd , 
and men of renown ha\e been deli\eii.d into othei 
men’s hands. 

lllamo not liefoiv tliou hast exannned iindci stand 
fust, and then rebuke 

Answer not before thou h.isl heaitl , and niteiinpt 
not in the midst of sj>ee(h. 

Stine not in a maltei that conceiiiLth thee not , 
and wheix; simieis judge, sil not thou with them 

My son. Ix! not bus} about main matters . foi it 
thou meddle imuh, thou shall not be unpunislusl , 
and if thou jairsue, thou shall not oNtrtikc, and 
thou shall not estajie In fleeing 

'J'lieiv Is one that toilcth, and labounth. and 
inaketh Iriste, and is so imuh the more Ixlnnd 

'J'heiv Is one tliat Is sluLTi^nh, and h itli inssl of 
help, laeking in stixiiglh, am! tint alxuindeth in 
puxt'itv, and theens of the Ix>nl liKiU-ti uje)n him 
loi gotxl. and lie s^t hiiu up fiom liis low e-tnlt. 
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And lifted up liis head ; and many marv'elled at 
him. 

Good things and evil, life and death, poverty and 
riches, are from the Lord. 

The gift of the Lord remnineth with the godly, and 
his good pleasure shall prosper for e\er. 

Thcie is that ^saxcth rich by his wariness and 
pinching, and this is the portion of his rewaid: 

'\^^len he saith, I have found lest, and now will I 
eat of 111}' goods; )'et he kno\\etli not vhat time 
shall pass, and ho shall leave thcjn to others, and 
die. 

Be stedfast in thy covenant, and be conversant 
therein, and wax old in thy ^\ork. 

Marvel not at the works of a sinner ; but tinst the 
Lord, and abide in thy labour : for it is an easy 
thing in the sight of the Lord s^viftly on the sudden 
to make a poor man rich. 

The blessing of the Lord is in the lew'ard of the 
godly ; and in an hour that cometh sAriftly he 
maketh his blessing to flourisli. 

Say not, Wliat use is there of me? and what fiom 
henceforth shall my good things be ? 

Say not, I have sufficient, and horn henceforth 
Avhat harm shall happen unto me? 

In the day of good tilings there is a forgetfulness 
of evil things ; and in the day of evil things a man 
will not lemember things that are good. 

For it is an easy thing in the sight of the Loixl 
to rewai’d a man in the day of death according to 
his ways. 
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Tlie nfllicUoii of an lioin caii'>citli fomelfulnc^" of 
deli^lil, and in the last end of n man is llic rc\ elation 
of Ins deeds. 

Call no in.an blessed before bis dc.ilb , and a man 
shall Ixj known in Ins clnldren. 

Jbingnot e\ei\ man into Ibine house, for m.in\ 
aie the jilots of tlie deceitful man. 

As a deeo} paitndge in a cage, so is {he heart of a 
jnoiid man , and as one that i.s a lie looketh 
upon ill} falling. 

I'or he lieth in wait to tiiin things that are gn(«l 
into c\il ; and in things that are pniiseuoi th\ lie will 
la} blame 

Ibom a spark of (ire a heap of main coaK is 
kindled, and a sinful man heth in wait foi blood 

'J’akc hcc'd of an cMl-doer, foi he (onfintth 
w liked things, lest hajil} he bring ujion tlic'e blame 
for c\ei 

Iteccne a siiangcr into thine house, and he will 
disti let thee with brawls, and estrange thee fnim 
thine own 

• • • V « 

13 He that toiicheth pitch shall 1> dtfthd . and 
he that hath fellowslnp ivith a proud man sji iH 
btstune like unto him 

Take not up a biirdiii above th} stixu^th , and 
line no fillowslnj) with oik that is miglitnr and 
iidui than th\si]f hat ftllow'lnp s|, pj tJii 
t utlu n pot h i\c with tin I t tlK ' '1 Ills -h di 'imS . 

and til it sljall In daslusl in puss ' 

'J lie ruh man doeth a wxo.ig. and la. tlm ''o ’'..ih 
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llic pom is wronged, mul lie shall intreat 

wiilml. 

If Ihon !k! profitable, he will iimhe nicrcliandisc of 
thee; nnd if thou }>c in want, he will forsake tlica 

If thou }m\c substance, he will li\c with tlicc; 
and he will make thee bare, and will not lx; sorr>*. 

Hath he bad iiee<l of thee? llien he Arill deceive 
thee, and smile upon thee, and gi\c thee hope: he 
will speak thee fair, and say, Wliat nccdcst thou ^ 

And he will shame thee by his meats, until he 
ha\e made thee bare twice or tliricc, and at the last 
be will latigb tbee to sconi ; aflcrwnnl will he see 
tbeo, and will fot^<ikc thee, nnd shake his bead at 
thee. 

Beware tliat thou be not decci\cd. nnd bi ought 
low in tin mirth. 

If a nughU man iinitc thee, lx; rctinng, and so 
much the more will he unite thee. 

Press not upon him, lest thou be tlmist back ; and 
stand not far off, lest thou lx; forgotten. 

Affect not to speak with him as an eijual, nnd 
Ixjliexc not his man} woixls : for with much talk will 
he tiy' thee, and in a smiling manner w ill search thee 
out. 

He that kccpetli not to himself words spoken is 
unmerciful; and he will not spare to hurt and to 
bind. 

Keep them to tin self, nnd take earnest heed, for 
thou walkest in peril of thy falling. 

Every Ining creature lo\eth his like, and e\crY 
man lo^ctIl his neighbour. 
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All flc5h conMnidh according lo kind, and a man 
nill clcaNG to Ins like. 

What fellowship filiall the wolf ha\c with lliclamhr 
So is the sinner unto the godly. 

What peace is there Ixitween the hyena and tlio 
dog r ann what peace lictwecn the rich man and the 
poor ? 

"Wild asses arc the prev of lions in the wilderness , 
so ])oor men arc pasturc for the rich. 

Ixiwlincss is an aboniiimtion to a jnoud man . so a 
poor man is an ahoniination to the lich. 

A lidi man when he is slmkcii is hold np of his 
fnciids, hut one of low degree being down is Ihrtisl 
nwa> also liy his friends. 

\Vhen a ndi iiian is fallen, there aiemaiiN helpers, 
he speaketh things not to he spoken, and men 
]ustifv him a man of low degree falldh, and imn 
rebuke him withal , he uttcreth wisdom, and no plaix* 
is allowed him. 

A iieh man spt-.ikelh, and all k«ep sdenre , and 
what lu’ saith the\ e\tol to the clouds a poor man 
speaketh, and tlie) s.i\. Who is this^ ami if he 
stumhlc, thev will help to o\eilhroiv* hmi. 

Kidies aix good that haxe no sni , and po\erl\ is 
evil in the month of tin* ungodl\. 

'J'lie he.irl of a man dnuigeth his (omittnamt'. 
wliether it Ik* for good or for cmI. 

A dieeifiil (ountenmee is a token of a he vrt th it 
;s in ]»ros|). nt\ , and tla finding out o'" p raid' ' i' a 
wt niness of thinking. 
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14 Blessed is the man that hath not slipped 
Milh his mouth, and is not pricked with sorrow for 
sins. 

Blessed is he whose soul doth not condemn him, 
and nho is not fallen from his hope. 

Riches are not comely for a niggard; and A\hat 
should an envious man do v ith money ? 

He that gathereth b} taking from his own soul 
gatheieth for others , and others shall revel in his 
goods. 

He tliat is e\il to himself, to whom will he be 
good ? and he shall not rejoice in liis possessions. 

There is none more e\Ti than he that euneth 
himself ; and this is a recompense of his vickedness. 

Even if he doeth good, he doeth it in forgetful- 
ness ; and at the last he sheweth forth his wickedness. 

Enl is he that enneth wth his eye, turning away 
the face, and despising the souls of men. 

A covetous man’s e^'e is not satisfied with his 
portion ; and wicked injustice drieth up his soul. 

An evil ej e is grudging of bread, and he is miserly 
at his table. 

My son, according as thou hast, do well unto 
thyself, and bring oftermgs unto the Lord worthily. 

Remember that death wiU not tarr}*, and that the 
covenant of the gi'ave is not shewed unto thee. 

Do well unto thy friend before thou die; and 
according to thy ability stietch out thy hand and 
gi\ e to him. 

Defraud not thyself of a good day; and let not 
the portion of a good desire pass thee by. 
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Slmlt Ihou not lea^c thy labours unto another? 
aufl thy toils to be dundecl by lot ? 

Gne, and take, and beguile thy soul ; for theie is 
no ’seeking of luxury in the grave. 

All flesh vaxeth old as a garment ; for the covenant 
from the beginning is, Thou shalt die the death. 

As of the lea\es Hounshing on a thick tree, some 
it shcddclh, and some it maketh to giow ; so also 
of the generations of flesh and blood, one cometh 
to an end, and another is bom. 

Eier) Mork rotteth and falleth avay, and the 
vorkcr thereof shall depart vith it. 

Bles'cd IS the man that shall meditate in wisdom, 
and that shall discourse by his understanding. 

Ho that considereth her ways in his heart shall 
aUo ha\e knowledge in her secrets 

Go fortli after hei as one that tracketh, and he in 
wail 111 her wa^s. 

He that prieth in at her windows shall also hearken 
at hei dooi*^ 

He that lodgclh close to her house shall also fasten 
a nail in her walls. 

Ho •'hall pitch Ills tent nigh at hand to her, and 
shall lodge in a lodging where good things are 

He ''hall set his children under her shelter, and 
ilmll ic'^l under her branches 

her he diall Ixi co^crcd from heat, and ‘^hall 
lodge* in her glon. 

15 He that feareth the Lord will do this; and 
ho that hath pos^ssion of the law shall obtain 
her. 
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And as a mother' shall she meet him, and receive 
him as a wife mariied in her virgmitj. 

With bread of understanding shall she feed him, 
and give him water of wisdom to drink. 

He shall be stayed upon her, and shall not be 
moved ; and shall rely upon her, and _shall not be 
confounded. 

And she shall exalt him above his iieighboms , 
and 111 the midst of the congi’egation shall she open 
his mouth 

He shall inherit joy, and a ciown of gladness, and 
an eveilsisting name. 

Foolish men shall not obtain her ; and sinneis shall 
not see her. 

She is far from pride ; and liars shall not remember 
her. 

Piaise is not comely in the mouth of a sinner ; for 
it was not sent him from tlie Lord. 

For praise shall be spoken in wisdom , and the 
Loid will prosper it 

Say not thou, It is through the Lord that I fell 
away , for thou shalt not do tlie things that he hateth. 

Say not thou. It is he that causM me to err , for 
he hath no need of a sinful man. 

The Lord hateth eveiy abomination ; and tliey 
tliat fear him love it not. 

He himself made man from the beginning, and left 
him in the hand of his own counsel. 

K thou wilt, thou shalt keep the coimnandments ; 
and to perfoim faithfulness is of thine oivn good 
pleasure. 
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lie linll) coi fire niid u/ilei before tliee* llion ‘;luiU 
.slrddi foilli lb> hnnd unto uliic])^nc\cr Ihnu uill 
Reforc innn life nnd death, niul uhlch‘'Oc\er he 
Idu'lh, ]l ‘•linll l)e j^nen liiin 

I'oi gn’nl IS tlic uimIohi of the I^oid he is inig]it\ 
in pouer, nnd bcholdeth nil lhin;;s; 

Anri his e^cs me upon them that Lar him ; nnd 
he Ardl tnkc kno\r ledge of c\er> woik of innn 

lie hath not connnnndcd mn man to be ungodly; 
nnd he hath not gi\on nn\ man licence to sm 

IG Dcsiienol n multitude of unprofitnblechildieu, 
neithei delight m ungodh sons 

If th(‘\ mulliph, delight not in them, except the 
fear of tlic Loid be ^\llh them 

'J'liist not thou in tluir life, ncitluT rcl} on then 
comhlinn foi one is bettei than a thousand , nnd 
to die childless than to ha\c unirodh children 

S’ • 

I'oi fioni one that hath un(^el^l'Ulding shall a 
(it\ bo peopled, but a i ice of wicked men shall D* 
madi' dc solate 

Main such things ha\e I sikii with num e\cs, 
nnd mine cu hath heaid mightier things than th**''* 

In the eoiigugition of sumers shall a fin !)•* 
kindled, nnd ui a disolKdiuit nitioii wmth is 
kuitlU rl 

He was not jncifitsl towani the giants of old 
tunc, w ho ri \oltr-d in tin ir s‘n iigth 

He spaiaHl not those w.th whom Lrtt ‘Ojoain<-'l, 
wlioni he ahhoind for tluir pride. 

lb ])'l!id not the pLople jv ivhtion, w ho w I n 
talu n aw a\ iii llu u sue 
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And in like mnnncr the .nix hundicd tliousand 
footmen, wlio were gallicred together in the hardness 
of I heir liearls. 

Even if theic he one ‘ilifTneckcd peison, it is 
nmrvcl if ho shall he unpunished : for mercy and 
wiath are vith him ; he is mighiji to forgive, and he 
poureth out vrath. 

As his mercy is great, so is his correction also * 
he judgeth a man accoiding to his woiks. 

The sinner shall not escape nith his plunder, and 
the patience of the godly shall not be finstrate 

He vill make loom foi eveiy vork of meicy ; each 
man shall find according to his woiks. 

Say not thou, I shall be hidden from the Loid , 
and who shall remember me from on high ? I shall 
not be known among so many people , foi what is 
my soul in a boundless a-eation < 

Behold, the heaven, and the hea^en of heavens, tlie 
deep, and the earth, shall be moved w hen he shall \ isit. 

The mountains and the foundations of the earth 
together are sliaken with trembling, when he looketh 
upon them. 

And no heart shall think upon these things • and 
who shall conceive his ways ? 

And theie is a tempest wliich no man shall see ; 
yea, the more part of his 'works are hid 

li^o shall declaie the works of his righteousness? or 
who shall endure them ? For his covenant is afai’ off. 

He that is -v^’anting in undei'standing thinketh 
upon these things; and an unwise and emng man 
thinketh follies. 
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My ‘=on, licarlvcn unto me, and leam knowledge, 
and ghc Iiced to my words with thy heart. _ 

I will shew fortli instruction by weight, and 
declare kno^\ ledge exactly. 

hi the judgement of the Lord are his works from 
the licginnmg, and from the making of them he 
di<?posed tlic parts thereof. 

lie garnished Ids works for eier, and the beginnings 
of them unto their generations they ueithei hunger, 
nor arc « ear3', and tliey cease not from their works. 

No one thrusteth aside his neighbour ; and they 
phall ne\er disobey his Moid. 

After this also the Loid looked upon the earth, 
and filled it iMlh his blessings. 

All manlier of Ining things coveied the face 
thereof, and into it is their letuni. 

17 The Loid created man of tlie earth, and 
turned linn hack unto it again. 

lie gaie them dajs by number, and a set time, 
and ga\c them authoiii} o\er the things that aie 
thercon. 

He endued them nith stiength proper to them; 
and made them actoiding to his oiMi image. 

He put the feai of man upon all flesh, aud gave 
him to ]m\c dominion o\er beasts and fowls. 

Couiivel, and tongue, and e}es, ears, and heart, 
gaic he them to undei*staiid vithal. 

He tilled them i\ilh the knowledge of wisdom, and 
MU wed them good and e\ll. 

He his cie upon theii hearts, to shew them 
the mag sty of woiks 
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And they ‘iluill piaisc tho imtnrj of hi^ holiness, 
that tho\ may dcrlare the majesty of his v.oiks 

He a(f(k‘(l unto them knowledge, and ga\c them a 
law of life foi a heiitage, 

lie made an ovei last mg eo\enant with them, and 
shewed them his ludgemcnts. 

'J’heir ov's saw the maje->ty of his gloiy ; and their 
eai hcaid the gloi \ of his \oice. 

And he said unto them, Jlcwaie of all umighteous- 
ncss ; and he ga\c tlu'in commandment, each man 
concerning his ncighboui. 

Their wa^.s arc c\ci befoi-c him ; the} shall not 
be hid fiom his e>es. 

For every nation he appointed a ruler ; and Israel 
IS the Lorcl’s portion. 

All their works aic as the sun bcfoic him, and 
his eyes are continually upon their wa}s. 

Their iniquities aie not hid from him , and all 
thcii sms arc before the Lord. 

With him the alms of a man is as a signet ; and 
he will keep the bounty of a man as the apple of 
the eye. 

Afterwaids he will rise up and lecompense them, 
and leudei their recompense upon then head. 

How belt unto them tliat repent he gianteth a 
leturn ; and he coinfoitctli them that aie losing 
patience. 

Ileturn unto the Lord, and forsake sms * make 
thy prayer befoic his face, and lessen the offence. 

Turn •again to the Most High, and turn away fiom 
miquity ; and greatly hate the abominable thing. 



WHAT IS WAX' 


71 

Who shall give praise to the Most High lO the 
grn\ e. instead of them which li\ e and return thanks r 
Thanksgi^^ng perisheth from the dead, as from one 
that not- h^ that is in Ufe and health shah praise 
ilie Lord. 

How great is the mercy of the Lord, and his for- 
gi\cncss unto them that turn unto him! 

For all things cannot be in men. because the son 
of man is not immortal. 

Wlint is brighter than the sun ? yet this faileth : 
and an e\ il man ill think on flesh and blood. 

He looketh upon the power of the height of 
licaien and all men are earth and ashes 

18 He that lucth for e\er created aU things in 
common 

The Lonl alone shall be justified. 

To none liath he gl^en power to declare his works . 
and \slio shall trace out his mighty deeds ^ 

Who shall numljer tlie strength of his maje-U ^ 
and %\ho sliall aLo tell out his inercie.s ' 

.\s foi the \\ondrous uorks of tlie Lord, it is not 
posMhle fo lake from them nor add to them, neither 
Is it possible to track them out. 

When a man liath finished, then he is but at the 
x'gmning; and ^\hell he ccaseth, then shall he be in 
pcrplcMtj . 

IVhal Is man. and ^^llerelo scr\etli he? Wiiat 
Is Ills gooil. and what is his e\il ' 

The nuinlxT of man's dajs at the mo^t arc a 
hundml \ear'. 

.\s a drop of water from the ‘^ea. and a p.bble 



72 ECCLESIASTICUS 

fiom the sand ; so aie a few years in the day of 
eternity. 

Eor this cause the I^ord was longsufTering over 
them, and poured out his mercy upon them. 

He saw and perceived their end, that it is evil , 
theiefoi'c he multiplied his forgiveness. 

The meicy of a man is upon his neighbour ; but 
the mcicy of the Loid is upon all flesh; reproving, 
/and chastening, and teaching, and bnnging again, 
as a shepherd doth his flock. 

He hath mercy on them that accept chastening, 
and that diligent!}^ seek after his judgements. 

My son, to thy good deeds add no blemish , and 
no grief of words in any of thy giving. 

Sliall not the dew assuage the scorching heat ? 
So IS a woid bettor than a gift 

Lo, IS not a word better than a gift ? And both 
are with a gracious man. 

A fool will upbraid ungraciously ; and the gift of 
an envious man consumeth the eyes. 

Learn before thou speak ; and have a care of thy 
health or ever thou be sick. 

Before judgement examine thyself, and in the hour* 
of visitation thou shalt find forgiveness. 

Humble thyself before thou be sick , and in the 
time of sms shew repentance. 

Let nothing hinder thee to pay thy vow in due 
time ; and wait not until death to be justified. 

Before thou makest a vow, prepare thyself ; and 
be not as a man that terapteth the Lord. 

Think upon the wrath that shall be in the days 
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of the cjid. nnd llie lime of ^el\^nlK^, Mlif-n lie 
tiinielli i\\\n) liis face 

In llie (]n}s of fnlnc'.'^ tf niemher ilic lime of luin;;(T, 
and povcrly and unnt in Ihe (l.a^s of wealth 

I'Vom morning nnlil evening the time clmngt Ih . 
and all Ihing-^ are sj>ecd\ before the Lonl 

A wj'.c man mil fear in e\er^ thing: and m flais 
of ‘'inning he mil beware of ofleiu-c. 

1‘berv man of imdci^tnnding knoweth wi^^hmi; 
and he will gi\c thanks unto him that found Imt 

U'hey llmt weieof understanding in sn\ini:s !>■ < une 
also wise Ihemsehcs, and pnnnal foilh apt pioierb' 

Cto nol after lh\ lusfs ; ami ivfr.iiii thyelf fiom 
Ihinc nppdilu s. 

If thou gi\e fully to thv soul the delight of h< r 
de-ne, she will make Ihee tlic laughing-sluf I of thine 
ein'mics 

i\Inke nol mcir\ in mmh hi\tir\ . ncitlur l)“ tn-<l 
to the e\|K,nsc thereof 

He nol made a b'‘ggir b\ bampi'tuig upon 
boiiownig. wlieii lliou hast nolliing ni th_\ pui 

10 A woikmui that is a ilrunkard 'hdl not 
bMome lull- he that dispiv'lh ^m dl thing- ‘lull 
fall b\ litth' and hfth* 

Wine and woiiku will mel »' m* n of umh * ’'’uduo^ 
to f.dl awaN and he that iha'vtli to hulo* ''d! 
be the moie nrkh ‘s 

Motlis and wornr !i.d! iia'i him to !i< nt ’g> 
and .a it,<kk ' 'oul -h dl le' t d M) .a e\ 

He that n ha-t\ to ties* is Igdituii'' . a> 5 I ■ 
that mm th •■ledl tdhnd nga^a't In »> v-i v e*t 
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He that maketh merr) in his heart shall he con- 
demned : 

And he that hnteth talk hath the less wickedness. 

Ne\er repeat vhat is told thee, and thou shalt 
fare ne\cr the ;^on;o. 

A\Ticther it Ije of friend oi foe, tell it not; and 
unless it is a sin to thee, le^cal it not. 

For he hath heard thee, and observed tliee, and 
when the time cometh he will hate thee 

Hast thou heard a word ? let it die witli thee * be 
of good courage, it will not burst thee. 

A fool i\ill travail in pain v,ith a word, as a woman 
in labour iw'th a child 

As an anow that sticketh in the flesh of the thigh, 
so is n i\ord in a fool's belly- 

Reproie a friend ; it maj be he did it not: and 
if he did something, that he may do it no more. 

Hepro\c thy ncighboui , it may be he said it not • 
and if be hath said it, that he may not say it again. 

Reprove a fnend , for many times there is slander . 
and trust not e\ery word. 

There is one that slippcth,and not from the heart, 
and vho is he that hath not sinned -with his tongue? 

Repro\ e thy neighbour before tliou tlireaten him ; 
and gl^ e place to the law of the Most High. 

All ivisdom IS the fear of the Lord; and in all 
wisdom is the doing of tlie law. 

And the knowledge of ivickedness is not ivisdom ; 
and the prudence of sinners is not counsel. 

There is a \nckedness, and the same is abomina- 
tion , and theie is a fool wanting in ivisdom. 
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Rc’llcr 1“^ oju; {hat liall) tiiitirr^lnnthnj:, njifl 

fc-arofli. tlian one tlml halli nindi pnulcnre, nri'i 
{mn''grc“'‘'Cth ilic la'v. 

'riicio is an e\q\nsi1o anri Ihr saait' is 

uipust ; and there is one llial p'-nerleth fn\onr to 
gum a )U(lgeinenl. 

Tlicre is one that docth \su'h<Mil\. tint Imngeth 
down his head Milh inontning, htti in^niYll) lie i‘ 
full of deceit. 

Rowing down his face, and niaking ns if he were 
deaf of one (‘ai whciv he is not known, he wdl Ir* 
beforehand with thee 

And if foi i\ant of power he Ix' hindcicsl fioni 
‘inning, if lie find opporlunit\, he will do inisdnc'f 

A man shall be known by his look, and one that 
hath nnderslandnig shall l>e Iviiown b\ his fatt', wh- n 
thou incelcsl him 

A man's attire, and gninnng laughter, and gait, 
shew wliat he is 

20 • * Then' IS a prosperil\ that a man lirah th 

m misfin tunes, and then' is n gain that tnrm th t«do 

'I'herx* Is a gift that shall not piofit line, and 
time is a jpft whose naomjKn-e is donhh', 

'J'lme is an nhTsuiniil Ixantm of glor\ , and tlnie 
is tlial hath hftcal np his Iji id fiom a low <^^att 

'I’licie is that Ixmlh mndi fo'' a hllh,and pi_\-th 
foi it aevin \ infold 

III lint IS wne in wonK -h dl male him df 1> - 
hntal, but tin pli ‘o inlr i ' of foeV viedl 1> 

'1 hi gilt c>f a fo'd dt dl not pioht tin- . he h' 

I \i ' arx. m nu indt el of t>’R. 
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He will gnc lilllc, nnd upbiflid much; nnd he 
A' ill open liis moulli like n rricr . to-dny he ^ull lend 
and lo-nionou he amU ask it again: such an one 
-is a hateful man. 

Tlic fool will .sa}’, I ha^c no friend, ajid I ha^e no 
thanks for my good deeds , they that cat my bread 
are of il tongue. 

How oft, and of how many, shall he be laughed 
to scorn ! 

A slip on a pa\ement is better than a slip with 
the tongue ; so the fall of the wicked shall come 
speedily. 

A man without giacc is as a tale out of season ; 
it will bo continually in the mouth of the ignoiant. 

A w'iso sentence from a fool’s mouth ^rill be 
rejected ; for he will not speak it in its season. 

Theie is that is hindeied from sinning through 
want; and wiien he talceth lest, he shall not be 
tioubled. 

There is that destioyeth his soul through bashful- 
ness ; and by a foolish countenance he wnll destioy it. 

There is that for bashfulness piomisetli to his 
friend , and he maketh him his enem} for nothing 

A he IS a foul blot in a man . it w ill be continually 
in the mouth of the ignorant. 

A thief IS better than a man that is continually 
lying , but they both shall inhent destruction. 

The disposition of a hai is dishonour , and his 
shame is wnth liim continually. 



THE SLOTIirnL MAN 


i i 

lie ilinl \v)«o jn nfl^uiirc 

niul one tlmt !*< nnulcni «ill pk"i‘>e punl ineij 

lie (lint (illetli hii land dinll inU(> hi' In'np hit:h : 
mid he (Imt plen^'Clh great men dinll got pm don for 
iniquity 

I’rc^eiil': mid gifts blind tlic e\rs of the nne, mnl 
ns n mu77lo on (he inonlh, Inni nnn\ rej)^!!^ 

Wisdom tlmt i^ hid, nnd tun^un' thnl i'- out of 
sight, Miint profit 1*1 in (htm both r 

Betfei IS a ninn timi hideth Ills fo]l\ thmi n man 
tlmt hidcth his nisdoin. 

22 A slothful nimi is toinjinred to a stoin that 
is defiled , mid c\cin one iiill hiss him out 111 his 
displace 

A slothful man is conqinred to the tilth of a 
dunghill c\i.i\ man tlmt taKtili it iqi mil shid e 
out Ills limid 

A f.itlifi hath shame 111 ImMiig higottm an ini- 
iiisliiictcd son; and a fooloh dmightii is horn to 

his loss 

A piudenl daughter shall inlunt a hushmid of 
hei own. and slu that huiig< Ih sluum is theginf 
of him that h g it la r. 

Slie tlial Is hold hiinocth shnnn upon fnOai ’ 1 
huslnnd ; nnd s]n* stiiH lx* df'])nf-/l of Ihtin bgh 

l'ns(. oonnhlv dni'our'v is a* ni'’'’i in nio’.riri 
hut sjiqa s and (OHi ( turn (Uv w; 'hii’i t<'.i:'. • ^ -’i 

11<* th it tiuhclli f fool ’s tl t* r’o'ha 

po’-lanl togitiur. <\tn ta s th'’’ ' \ < ‘h f 

sKtpm out ot a tUn.]) fk-tp 
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He that discoursoth io a fool is ns one discoursing 
to a man Hint sluinbcreth ; and at the end he aviII 
say, What is it ? 

Weep for the dead, for light hath failed him ; 
and weep for a fool, for understanding hath failed 
him ; weep more sweetly for the dead, because he 
liaUi found icsl; but the life of the fool is vorse 
than deatli. 

Seven days arc the days of inouniiiig for the dead ; 
but for a fool and an ungodly man, all the da\s of 
his life, 

Tallc not much noth a foolish man, and go not 
'to one that hath no understanding: beware of him, 
lest thou have trouble, and so tliou shalt not be 
defiled in his onslaught : tiiin aside from him, and 
thou shalt find rest; and so thou shalt not be 
wearied in his madness. 

What shall be heavier than lead ? And what is 
the name theieof, but a fool ? 

Sand, and salt, and a mass of iron, is easier to 
bear, than a man without understanding. 

Timber giit and bound into a building shall not 
be loosed wuth shaking * so a heart established in 
due season on well advised counsel shall not be 
afraid. 

A heart settled upon a thoughtful understanding 
is as an ornament of plaister on a polished wall. 

Pales set on a high place wull not stand against 
the w'lnd . so a fearful heart in the imagination of 
a fool will not stand against any fear. 



rniENDSHir 


II<^ tin! prKkc'th tlio ('\o vill iinKr fo fill. 
nn»l ho that pnckctli llio liciil ninkc'fl> it t<> ’Iim* 
fct'llDg 

^VllO''0 rnslcth n stone iil bird- fin><t]i tbuii 
nn/iv and he tliat np])rnidtth a friend ml! <in o!\e 
fiitndship 

If thou liasi dra^n a swoh) agnnnt a finnd, 
despair not . foi tliere nea In* a n turning 

If thou linst ojiened lh\ innntli against n fraud, 
f( ai not , foi there nun be areeoniilmg; *\tep! it 
lie for upbiaiding, ami ai lot^'ama-, and diolo nu: ot 
a setK't, and a treaclicion- blou . foi tliesi thiie,'- 
< \ ( 1 \ fileiid n ill lha-, 

(lain tnist with tin neighboui m hi- po\(rl\, 
that in Ills ])iosp(iit\ thou nia\(-l ha^e glidiu' 
abide stedfast unto liim in the tuiu* of hi- atllution, 
tli.at tliou nene-l lie heir witli him in his luh'iilaiiM 
Ih foiv tire IS tlie \nj>oui and -iiioke of a ftunm . 
-o Kuihngs iK’foK bloodslu'd 

I will not l>e JL-lianutl to s]i(lt<i a fiuiid, and I 
Mill not liide in\-elf fioin his f.aa* 

,\iid if am evil li.ippen unto me nn* of him. 
t \< 1 \ one that li( auth it will la in of him 

Who sledl v( t a watch enn im mouth, mid i - d 
ol -linwdms- upon im hji-. that I f dl not from it. 
and tlint m\ longau di-tnn im not '■ 

23 () I/tnl. I'afhti and Ma U t of nr. 1 f> , 
ab ludon m< not to thur toun-jl, “.'nti ne i >t to 
ftdl In ihi m 

\\ ho will s. i storgi'- oM I tu\ IhoM'dit, .e d 
di-i Iphne of \ iMhaii tnu min le ' 1 I. * tb . 
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spare me iioi for mine igooianccs, and my licait pa.ss 
iiol by tlieir sins . 

That mine ignoiancos be not nnilliphed, and 
my sins abouinl not; and I shall fall befoie mine 
ndvci saries, anti mine enemy rejoice ovei me 

0 Loid, Father and God of in) life, gi\c me not 
tt proud look, 

And tuni aua\ concnpisconf;c from me 

Lot not greediness and chambering oxertake me ; 
and gne me not oxer to a shnmelc-ss mind. 

Hear je, my children, the discipline of the mouth ; 
and he lliat kcepeth it shall not be taken. 

The sinnoi shall be oxertaken in his lips; and the 
leviler and the proud man shall stumble therein. 

Accustom not th) mouth to an oath ; and be not 
accustomed to the naming of the Holj One 

For as a serx'ant that is continuall} scourged shall 
not lack a biuise, so he also that swearetb and nametb 
God continually shall not be cleansed from sin. 

A man of many oaths sliall be filled aith iniquitj ; 
and the scouige shall not depart from his house- 
if he shall offend, his sin shall be upon him ; and if 
he disi-egard it, he hath sinned doublj’ ; and if he 
hath sxxorn in vain, he shall not be justified, for 
his house shall be filled xxith calamities 

There is a manner of speech that is clothed about 
xvith death . let it not be found in the lientage of 
Jacob, for all these things shall be far fiom the 
godly, and they shall not xx-alloxv in sins. 

Accustom not thy mouth to gross rudeness, for 
therein is the xvord of sin. 



THE FEARS OF THE ErSTFl’I. hi 

Itoinc'inbet thy frillirr ntjd tliy inoUict. f<>t Hinit 
vitlo'-l in ilic niulsl of gicnl nun ; tint Ihou E> im) 
foif^clfnl IkAir* lliein, nrid n fool In tin 

fiistom ; ■'O ‘■liiilt tluni umh llinl llioii ImtFl not Ik in 
bom, and ciiRO llio da) of tb\ naluih. 

A man that is ncrnstonirrl to \\ords of KjnoTtb 
amII not be conceted all tbc da\s of Ins bit. 

'J'\\n soils of men multiply sms^ and llie tbinl 'till 
bung math a hot mind, ns a biiinni" tire, "dl not 
bi' quenched till it boconsniind a fonneatoi in the 
bofI\ of Ills flesh Mill ncnei (ta‘-e till lie lidh buna d 
out the flic*. 

All bread is iMia.l to a forniratoi be will not 
]en\e off' fill lie die 

A man that f^oetli aslia) fiom bis oun b' d, ^ '\ino 
in Ills lavnl, W’bo i-ectb me' darkm-s ;s loond 
about me, and the Mails Inde m<>, and no man tttb 
iiK' , of wliom am I afraid' tin .Mod lli^di Mill not 
leinenibei iii) sms, 

— And tbc CNC'-* of imai am Ins li rror, "nd In 
knoMith not tbit tbc t\<' of tla l/inl an !< o 
tbousind timis biii^lift r than tbe •^uii, lx lioldiii" all 
the M ns of men, mid lookin'^ into s, oct pbiu 

.\il tiling'-' Meie 1 mntn unto iiMii oroii tie \ 
iiiateil, and in 111 e niaiiiu j abo uft< r tb. \ e«.t 

p( 1 fci }<-,], 

'jdin man ileill la* jainnbol in tie *i<-' of tfe 
t it \ , and mIk R III tj {Ki {<il not le K <11 1* !,>.>■ 

9A Wi-dom -b'dl prn b. ' • ll m i -h il - ’ e 
in tie niidvi (,J h, i 

In tin ( on 'R itiiiii oi tin. Mo t lb -’i •! •' t. 

t. 
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open her mouth, and glon* in tlio prcicnce of his 
power. 

I came forth from the mouth of the iMost High, 
and covered the earth os a mist, 

I dwelt m higli places, and nu throne is in the 
pillar of the cloud. 

Alone I compassed the circuit of hea^eJ^. and 
walked in the deptli of the abyss. 

In the va'ves ot the sea, and in all tlie earth, and 
in e\er 3 people and nation, I got a possession. 

ith all these I sought rest : and in whose inheri- 
tance shall I lodge ? 

Then the Creator of all things gave me a 
commandment: and he that created me made my 
tabernacle to re^-t, and said. Let thv tabernacle be 
in Jacob, and thine inheritance in Israel. 

He created me from the b^’nning before tlie 
world: and to the end I shall not fail. 

In tlie holy tabemade I ministered before him : 
and so was I established in Sion 

In the beloved city likewise he gave me rest : and 
in Jerusalem was my authori^. 

And I took root in a people that was glorified, 
even in the portion of the Loras own inheritance. 

I was exited like a cedar in Libanus, and as a 
cypress tree on the mountains of Hermon. 

' I was exalted like a palm tree on the sea shore, 
and as rose plants in Jericho, and as a fair olive tree 
in the plain : and I was exalted as a plane tree. 

As cinnamon and aspalathus, I have given a scent 
of perfumes : and as choice myrrh, I spread abroad 
a pleasant odour : as galbanum, ana onyx, and 
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stacte, and as the fume of frankincense in the 
tabernacle. 

As the teiebinth I stietched out my branches ; 
and my branches are branches of glory and grace 

As the vine I put foith grace , and my lloveis are 
the fruit of gloi}' and iichcs. 

Come unto me, ye that aie desnous of me, and 
be filled vith my pioduce 

Foi my memorial is sweeter than honey, and mine 
inheritance than the honeycomb. 

They that eat me shall yet be hungi} , and they 
that drink me shall jet be thiisty. 

He that obeyeth me shall not be ashamed , and 
they that woik in me shall not do amiss. 

All tlic'ie things are the book of the covenant of 
the ]Most High God, e\en the lav vliicli Moses 
commanded us foi a heutagc unto the assemblies of 
Jacob 

It is he that niakcth visdom abundant, as Pidion, 
and as Tigiis in the days of nev fruits , 

That maketh undcrslanding full as Euphrates, and 
as Joidan in the dajs of hanest. 

That makclh instiuction to shine foith as the 
light, as Gihon in the daNs of \intage 

The fust man knew hei not peifecth ; and in like 
mnnnci the last hath not ti.iced hei out. 

Foi hei thoughts aie filled fixmi the sea, and her 
counsels fiom the gi'cat deep. 

And I came out as a stream fioni a luer, and as 
a conduit into a gaixlen. 

I said, I will water iin garden, and will water 
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Happy is he that dwelleth with a wife of under- 
standing ; and he that hatli not slipped inth his 
tongue , and lie that hath not ser\ ed a man that is 
umvoithy of him 

Happy IS lie that hath found prudence , and he 
that discouiseth in the eais of them that listen. 

How gieat is he that hath found uisdom ! 3*et is 
theie none above him that feaieth the Lord. 

The fear of the Loid passeth all things . he that 
holdeth it, to vliom shall he be likened ? 

Gi\e me any plague but the plague of the heart ; 
and any wickedness but the wnckedness of a voman , 

Any calamity, but a calamity from them that 
hate me , and any vengeance, but the i engeance of 
enemies 

There is no head abo\ e the head of a serpent , and 
there is no vrath aboie the math of an enemy. 

I will lather dwell i\ilh a lion and a dragon, than 
keep house vith a wicked voman 

The ^\lekcdncss of a \\oman changeth her look, 
and daikcnelh hci countenance as a bear doth 

Her husband shall sit at meat among his neigh- 
bours, and vhen he henicth it he siglieth bitteih. 

All malice is but little to the malice of a voman • 
let the poition of a siiinet fall on her. 

As the going up a sandy vay is to the feet of 
the aged, so is a vife full of vords to a quiet man. 

Tlirov not tin '•elf ujion the beaut} of a voman , 
and d(.sue not a vomnn for her beaut}. 

Tlicrc IS anger, and impudence, and great reproach, 
if a V oiiiau mainlam her husband. 
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A wicked woman is nbnsement of heart, and sad- 
ness of countenance, and a wounded heart- a woman, 
that will not make her luisband happy is as hands 
that hang down, and palsied knees. 

From a w'oman w-as the beginning of sm ; and 
because of her we all die. 

Give not water an outlet; neither to a wicked 
■woman freedom of speech. 

If she go not as thou wouldest ha^e her, cut hei 
off’ from thy flesh. 

26 Happy is the husband of a good w-ife, and the 
number of his da^-s shall be twofold, 

A biave woman i-ejoiccth her husband; and he 
shall fulfil his years in peace. 

A good wife is a good portion . she shall be given 
in the portion of such as fear the Lord. 

"^Vhether a man be rich or poor, a good heart 
maketh at all times a cheerful countenance. 

Of tliree things my heart w-as afraid ; and con- 
cerning the fourth kind I made supplication, the 
slander of a city, and the assembly of a multitude, 
and a false accusation . all these are more gnevous 
than death. 

A grief of heart and sorrow is a woman that is 
jealous of another woman, and the scourge of a 
tongue communicating to all. 

A wicked woman is as a yoke of oxen shaken to 
and fro : he that taketh hold of her is as one that 
graspeth a scorpion. 

A drunken w-oman causeth great wrath; and she 
will not cover hei own shame. 
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Tlie whoredom of a woman is m the lifting up 
of her eyes , and it shall be knovn by her e 3 'ehds. 

Keep stiict i\atch on a headstrong daughter, lest 
she find hbeity for herself, and use it. 

Look well after an impudent eye, and- marvel not 
if it trespass against thee. 

She wiU open her mouth, as a thirsty traveller, 
and drink of every water that is near at every post 
will she sit down, and open her quner against any 
arrow. 

The glace of a wife inll delight her husband , and 
hei knowledge will fatten his bones. 

A silent voman is a gift of the Loid, and theic 
is nothing so much woith as a well -instructed soul. 

A shamefast voman is giace upon grace; and 
theic is no price woithy of a continent soul. 

As the sun vhen it ariseth in the highest places of 
the Loid, so is the beauty of a good vife in the 
oi dering of a man’s house. 

As the lamp that shmeth upon the hoi}' candle- 
stick, so is the beauty of the face in npe age. 

As the golden pillars are upon a base of siher, 
so are beautiful feet A\ith the breasts of one that is 
slcdfast. 

For two things my lieait is gne\ed ; and fo" the 
third anger comcth upon me a man of war that 
suflercth foi po\oity, and men of understanding 
tliat arc counted as refuse one that tumeth hick 
from iightcousnes<; to sin ; the Lord shall prepare 
him for the sword. 



fis j<:c(:lksiasticus 

A niMclmuf Umll Imulh K<i‘p liinrcif from \^rong 
flf)}ng , om] n Inukslrr Hlinli nol be ncqjutfor] of 'irn. 

27 Mjhu ]m\c sinnt'fl for n ihing iiulinbrcnt; and 
lit' Ihat >-cokfth lo multiply gain uill turn hi'; c}c 
in\ ay, 

A nail uill slick fasi between the joinings of .stones, 
and sin will Ihnist itself in liotwccn bii\ing and 
selling. 

I 'iilcss a man hold on diligcnllv in the fear of the 
l.ord, his house slndl soon lie o\ei thrown. 

In the shaking of a sie\c, the icfusc remaineth , so 
the filth of man in Ins icasoning. 

'i'he finnate will pro\o the potter's scsscK; and 
the Itial of a man is m his reasoning. 

The fiuit of a liee declnrelh the lmsbandr^ there- 
of ; so is the utlciance of the thought of the heart of 
a man. 

Praise no man before thou licarcst him icnson ; for 
Ihi.s IS the trial of men. 

If thou follow cst righteousness, thou shalt obtain 
her, and put hei on, ns a long rolie of glor^. 

Birds will ic-sort unto their like; and tiuth will 
return unto them that piactisc hci. 

'J'hc lion hclh in watt for prey, so doth sin for 
them that work iniquit}. 

The discourse of a godly man is always wisdom • 
but the foolish man changclh ns the moon. 

Among men void of undci-standiiig observe the 
opportunity ; hut stay conlniunlly among the 
thoughtful. 
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The discourse of fools is an offence ; and their 

laughter is in the Avantonness of sin. 

The tdk of a man of many oaths Avill make the 
hair stand upright ; and their strife maketh one 


stop his ears. , , j 

The stnfe of the proud is a shedding of blood ; 
and their reviling of each other is a grievous thing 
to hear. 


He that revealeth secrets destroyeth credit, and 
shall not find a friend to his toind. 

Love a friend, and keep faith with him ; but if 
thou reveal his secrets, thou shalt not pursue after 
him , 

For as a man hath destroyed his enemy, so hast 
thou destroyed the friendship of thy neighbour. 

And as a bud which thou hast loosed out of thy 
hand, so hast thou let thy' neighbour go, and thou 
vilt not catch him again : 

Pui-sue him not, for he is gone far away, and hath 
escaped as a gazelle out of the snare. 

For a wound may be bound up, and after reviling 
there may be a reconcilement , but he that revealeth 
secrets hath lost hope. 


One that winketh with the eye contriveth evil 
things , and no man' will remove ham from it, 

hen thou art present, he will .speak sweetly, and 
viU admiie thy words , but afterward he will writhe 
Ins mouth, and set a trap for thee m thy words. 

1 haveLated many things, but nothmg like him ; 

and the Lord will hate him. 
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One* that rnsif'lh n stone on liigli casicth it on his 
o«ii licnd , niul n (hoeitfiil stroke will open uouiuis. 

lie llml (liggelh n pit slmll fall into it, nnd he 
ilnil •-clt<'lh n snare slmll he* taken therein. 

lie that doeth c\d things khc} slmll roll upon 
him, find Ijc shall nf)t know whence they have come 
to him, 

i\Ioeker\ and ivproarh are from the hangldy ; and 
%ong(.nne<‘, as a lion, shall lie in wait for him, 

'J’liov tliat lejou’C at the fall of the godlv shall lie 
taken in a snai-c , and anguish shall consume them 
befoie tlioN die. 

^Vlatll and anger, these also arc abominations; 
and a sinful man shall [losscss llicm 

28 He that takelh Nciigcaiico shall find \cngcaiicc 
fioni the J.ord , and he will surely make fiun his sins. 

I’orgivc thy neighbour the hurt that he hath done 
I lice ; and then thy sms slmll be pardoned when thou 
pinkest 

Man ehensheth anger against nmn ; and doth he 
seek licaliiig fiom the Lord? 

Hpon a nmn like liniiself he Imth no morc\ ; and 
doth he make supplication for his own sms ? 

lie being himself flesh nourishcth wrath* who 
.shall make atonement foi Ids sins ? 

Hcmembcr thy last end, and cense from enmit} : 
rcmembci corruption and death, and abide in the 
commandments. 

Remember tlie commandments, and be not ivrotli 
with thy ncighboin ; and remember the covenant of 
the Highest, and wink at ignorance. 



WHISPERER AND DOUBLE-TONGUED 91 

Abstain fiom stnfe, aud thou shalt dimmish thy 
sins , for a passionate man will kindle strife ; 

And a man that is a sinnei will tiouble fiiends, 
and will make debate among them that be at peace. 

As IS the fuel of the fire, so wiU it burn ; and as 
tlie stoutness of the stnfe is, so will it bum as is 
the stieiigth of the man, so will be his wiath , and 
as is his nealth, so will he exalt his angei. 

A contention begun in haste kindleth a file ; and 
a hasty fighting sheddeth blood. 

If thou blow a spaik, it shall bum ; and if thou 
spit upon it, it shall be quenched . and both these 
shall come out of thy mouth. 

Curse the wfinsperci and double-tongued for he 
hath desti oycd many that w'ere at peace 

A thud pei*son‘’s tongue hath shaken many, and 
dispel scd them from nation to nation, and it hath 
pulled down stiong cities, and o^elthlown the houses 
of great men. 

A third nelson’s tongue hath cast out biave 
women, and depined them of then laboiiis 

He that hcaikencth mito it shall not find rest, 
nor shall he dwell quietly. 

The stroke of a whip maketh a mark in the flesh ; 
but the stroke of a tongue will break bones 

]\Ian> ha^e fallen by the edge of the sword yet 
not VO many as thc\ that ha\c fallen because of the 
longue. 

Happy IS he that is sheltcied fiom it, that hath 
not passed tlmnigh the wrath thereof , that hath not 
draw n its yoke, and hath not been boundw ith its bands. 
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lie wll count it as a windfall: if not, he hath 
depiived him of his money, and he hath gotten him 
for an enemy without cause* he will pay him with 
cuiMiigs and ladings ; and for honour he will pay 
him disgiace. 

Mail} on account of men’s ill-dealing ha^e turned 
away ; they have feared to be defiauded foi nought. 

Ilowbeit with a man in poor estate be long- 
sullering ; and let him not wait for thine alms. 

Help a pool man foi the commandment’s sake ; 
and accoiding to his need send him not empty away. 

Lose thy money foi a bi other and a fnend , and 
let it not mst undci the stone to be lost. 

Bestow thy tieasuie according to the command* 
ments of the Most High , and it shall piotit thee 
moie than gold. 

Shut up alms in thv storc-tlmnibers ; pud it shall 
dclnei thee out of all affliction 

It shall fight for thee against thine enemy bettei 
than a might} shield and a ponderous speai. 

A good man will be surety for his neighbour ; and 
he that hath lost shame will fail him. 

Foi get not the good offices of thy suret} , for he 
hath gnen his life foi thee. 

A sinner w ill o\erthrow the good estate of his suiet} , 

And ho that is of an untliankful mind will fad 
him that deliNcml him. 

Suiotislnp hath undone man} that weie pro-pciing, 
and shaken them as a wn\e of the sea might} men 
hath it diueii fiom their homes . and the} wandti-cd 
among itiange nations. 
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A sinner tint falleih into snretisnfp. -x-fi oider- 
tai-'eti contracts for vork. sneS faE into la-p^snits. 

Help thv nergabonr according to mv po— er. end 
taiee heed to tnvi-eif that tnon frJI not to the. same. 

Tde cnief thing for life is v-nter. and bread, and 
a ssrrrent. and a no: 


?e to co^er 




Better is the life of a poor man nnder a shelter of 
logs, than snmptnons fare in another man's honse. 
With little or rith mnch, be v-ej satfsded, 

It is a misenabie life to go from honse to honse : 
and “here thon art a sojonmer. thon shait not dare 
to open thj month. 

Thon shalt entertain, and sive to dri 

• r T 

no rear 
•“ords- 


, and have 

hi: and besides this than shaft hear bitter 


Come hither, than sojonmer. ftrmish a table, and 
if than hast anght in thj hand, feed me mith it. 

Go forth, thon sojonmer, monj the face of hononr : 
mv brother is come to be mv gnest : I hare need of 
mv hons-e. 


These tninnn 


me cTievons ro 


:dh 




ih-aminv 


man or mna 




honse-room. and the 


:e epa 

repro-achfng of the mon^-ienaer. 

SO He that ioveth his son mh continne to lav 
stripes trpon him. that he maj have jov of him in 
the end. _ 

He that chastiseth his son shall have proSt of 
him. and shall giorv of him among his accnamtance. 

He that teacheth his son shaS provo^ his memv 
to iealonsv : and before hnends he ma il rejoice of 
Mm, 
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His fathei dietli, and is as thougli lie had not 
died , foi he hath left one behind hnn like Innivelf. 

In Ins life, lie saw and lejoiced in hnn; and when 
he died, he son owed not 

He left behind hnn an avengci against his enemies, 
and one to requite kindnass to his li lends 

He tliat inaketh too innch of his son shall bind 
up his w'ounds , and his heait will lie tionbled at 
cvei y ci y 

An unbioken horse beconieth stubboin; and a 
son left at laigc becoineth headstiong 

Cocker thy child, and he shall make thee afiaid 
play w'lth hnn, and he will giieve thee. 

Laugh not with him, lest thou have soriow witii 
him , and thon shalt gnash thy teeth in the end 

Give hnn no liberty in his youth, and wink not at 
Ins follies. 

Row' down his neck in his youth, and beat him on 
the Sides while he is a child, lest he wax slubboin, 
and be disobedient unto thee, and tlicic shall be 
SOI low to thy soul. 

Chastise th> son, and take pains with him, lest 
his shameless behaNiour be an oU’ence unto thee 

Better is a pool man, being sound and stioiig of 
constitution, than a nch man that is plagued in his 
bod\. 

Health and a good constitution aie beltei than 
all gold; and a stiong hoiU than wealth witliout 
measure 

'rhero i'- no lulas bettei than health tif b(>d\ ; 
and there is no gladness abo\e‘ the |o\ oi the he ill. 
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Many lia\c been gi^cn over to luin for the sake of 
gold ; and then peidition inecteth them face to face 

It IS a stuinblingblock unto them that sacrifice 
unto it , and every fool shall be taken therew itb. 

Blessed is the iich that is found without bleinisb, 
and that goetb not after gold. 

Who IS he? and we will call him blessed for 
wondeiful things hath he done among his people. 

Who hath been tried thciebv, and found perfect ? 
Then let him gloiv Who hath had the powei to 
tiansgiess, and hath not tiansgiessed ^ And to do 
evil, and hath not done it ? 

Ilis goods shall be made sure, and the congiegation 
shall declaic his alms. 

Sittest thou at a gieat table ^ be not gicedy upon 
it, and say not, Man} aie the things upon it. 

Remember tliat an e\il c}c is a wicked thing* 
what hath been created moie cmI than an e\e? 
theiefoie it sheddeth tcais fioni every face. 

Sliclch not thine hand whitheisoevcr it looketh, 
and iiust not th>self with if into the dish. 

Considei thy neighbours liking by thine own ; and 
be disci eet in eveiy point. 

Eat, as becometh a man, those things which are 
set befoic Ihcc , and cat not giccdilv, Jest thou lx; 
haled. 

Be fiist to leave off for mannei's' sake; and Ixi not 
installable, less thou ofiend 

And if thou sitlcsl among main, leach not out 
tin hand befoie Ihcm 

How ^ufricient to a well-mannei'cd man is a voiv 
hlllc. and lie doth not bicalhc haul upon his lx*d. 
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_ Heal til y sleep cometh of moderate eating; he 
risetli eaily, and his wits arc with him; tlie pain 
of wakefulness, and colic, and gi'iping, aie with an 
insatiable man. 

And if thou ha.st been forced to eat, rise up in 
the midst theieof, and thou shalt have rest. 

Hear me, my son, and despise me not, and at the 
last thou shalt find niy words tiue : in all thy works 
be quick, and no disease shall come unto thee. 

Him that is liberal of his meat the lips shall bless ; 
and the testimony of his excellence shall be believed. 

Him that is a niggard of Ins meat the city shall 
murmui at; and the testimony of his niggardness 
shall be sure. 

Shew not thyself valiant in wine; for wine hath 
destioyed many. 

The funiace provetli the temper of steel by 
dipping; so doth wine piove heaits in the quail el- 
ling of the proud. 

Wine IS as good as life to men, if thou drink it in its 
measure ■ what life is there to a man that is without 
Avine ? and it hath been created to make men glad. 

Wine drunk in season and to satisfy is joy of 
heart, and gladness of soul: 

Wine drunk largely is bitterness of soul, with 
provocation and conflict. 

Drunkenness increaseth the rage of a fool unto his 
hurt ; it diminisheth strength, and addeth Avounds. 

Rebuke not thy neighbour at a banquet of Avme, 
neither set him at nought in his mirth speak not 
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unto lum a woid of reproach, and pies'; not npoii 
hnn by asking back a debt. 

32 Haie they made thee luler of a feast? be 
not lifted up, be thou among them as one of them , 
take tliought for them, and so sit down 

And "when thou hast done all thy office, take thy 
place, that thou mayest be gladdened on then account, 
and leceue a ciown foi thy well ordeiing. 

Speak, thou that art the elder, for it becometh thee, 
but with sound knowledge , and hindei not music. 

Pom not out talk i\heie theie is a peifoimance of 
music, and display not thy Misdom out of season 

As a signet of carbuncle in a setting of gold, so is 
a concert of music in a banquet of wine. 

As a signet of emerald in a woik of gold, so is a 
sliain of music with pleasant wine. 

Speak, young man, if theie be need of thee, >et 
scaicely if thou be twice asked 

Sum up tliy speech, many things in few words; 
l>e as one tliat knoweth and yet lioldetli his tongue. 

If tliou be among gi-eat men, belm\e not as then 
C(jual , and when another is speaking, make not 
mucli babbling 

Eefoie thunder speodeth lightning; and befoie a 
shamofast man fa^ our ‘^hall go forth. 

Rise up botimas, and not lie the last , get thee 
home quickh and loitei not : 

Thei'o take tin pastime, and do what is in tin 
heal I . and sm not in pioud speech ; 

And foi these things bless hnn that made thee, 
and gneth thee to drink fioielN ol his good things. 



A -"'f jrto’S "" "t Wcct a *o^''Uen 

counsel- ^^^tbout com ,,ot m 

4^"^ *"'“ ”^tSui , 10^ *- - 

^eep^^o .. T.0t\i .. L 

tte '’t and 1« tun *=^^ 

•€si5«.s5®-":.;r:"- 

n* fS5£' r-i- - 

5i"a«”^' 



GOOD AND EVJL 


101 


Pjepaic ihy speech, and so shall thou l)e heard; 
hind np instruclion, and make Ihinc ans\\ci.' 

Tlic heait of a fool is as a cailwheel; and his 
ihoiiglits like a lolling a\le-tice 

A stallion hoi sc is as a mocking friend; he 
ncighclh under e^cl3' one that sittcth upon him. 

doth one day excel another, mIicii all the 
light of eici3’ da}' in the }oar is of the sun ? 

lly the knowledge of the Lord they Mere dis- 
tinguished, and he \aiicd seasons and feasts 

Some of tlicm he exalted and halloMcd, and some 
of them hath he made ordinary da} s. 

And all men arc from the giound, and Adam Mas 
cicated of earth 

In the abundance of his knoM ledge the I^id dis- 
tinguished tlicm, and made then Ma}s larious 

Some of them he blessed and exalted, and some of 
them he halloMcd and biousht nmh to himself some 
of them lie curbed and biouglit Iom, and o\crtlu'c\v 
them fiom then place. 

As the clay of the potter in his hand, all his 
Ma^s arc accoiding to his good pleasure ; so men arc 
in the hand of him that made them, to render unto 
them atcoidmg to his judgement 

Good IS set o^cl against cmI. and life o\cv against 
deatli ; so is the smner o\ei against the godh. 

And thus look upon all the Moiks of the Most 
High . tMo and tMo. one against another 

And I aMakod up last, as one tliat glcaneth aftt'r 
the grape-githercrs . b\ the ble"ing of tlie Ix^rd I 
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got before them, and filled my winepress as one that 
gatheieth grapes. 

Consider that I laboured not for myself alone, but 
for all them that seek instruction. 

Hear me, ye great men of the people, and hearken 
with 3'our cal's, ye ruleis of tlie congregation. 

To son and wife, to bi other and friend, give not 
powei ovei thee while thou livest ; and give not thy 
goods to another, lest thou repent and make supplica- 
tion foi tliem again 

Whilst thou yet livest, and bieath is in thee, give 
not thyself o\ei to anybody. 

For better it is that thy children should supplicate 
thee, than that thou shouldest look ta the hand of 
thy sons. 

In all th}^ v'orks keep the upper hand , bnng not a 
stain on tliine honour. 

In the day that thou endest the days of thy life, 
and in the time of death, distribute thine inheritance. 

Fodder, a stick, and burdens, for an ass; bread, 
and discipline, and woik, for a servant. 

Set thy servant to work, and thou shalt find lest 
leave his hands idle, and he will seek libeity. 

Yoke and thong will bow the neck ' and for an 
evil servant there are racks and tortures. 

Send him to labour, that he be not idle ; for idle- 
ness teacheth much mischief. 

Set him to woik, as is fit foi him ; and if he obey 
not, make his fetters heavy. 

And be not excessive toward any, and Avithout 
judgement do nothing. 
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If thou hast a sen ant, let him be as thjself, 
because tliou liast bought him Mitli blood. 

If thou hast a servant, treat him as thyself, for 
as thine own soul wilt thou ha\e need of him if 
thou treat him ill, and he depart and run ai\ay, iihich 
way M lit thou go to seek him ? 

34:. Vain and false hop&s aie for a man loid of 
understanding; and di earns gne wings to fools. 

As one that catcheth at a shadow , and follow eth after 
the wind, so is he that setteth his mind on di earns. 

The ^ ision of dreams is as this thing against that, 
the likeness of a face o\ci against a face. 

Of an unclean thing what shall be cleansed? and 
of that wdiich is false w hat shall loe ti ue ? 

Divinations, and soothsa} mgs, and dreams, ai e ^ am • 
and the heait fancieth, as a woman's in tra\ail. 

If they be not sent from the i\Iost High in thy 
Msitation, gi\c not thy heart unto them. 

For di cams ha^c led man> astiay • and the} ha\e 
failed b> putting their hope m them. 

Without lying shall the law be accomplished ; and 
wisdom is pcifcction to a faithful moulh. 

A well-instructed man know eth main things , and 
he that hath much exjieiience will declaie under- 
standing. 

He that hath no experience knowclh few things 
hut he that hath wanderc'd shall increase liis skill. 

In my ‘wandering I ha^c s(.*cn man} things; ami 
moix? than nn words is my understanding. 

Ofttiincs was I m dangei c\en unto deatli ; and I 
was pix'ser\ed Ixaause of tiie.sc things. 
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Witli llicin dolli he }ical a man, and takcfch a\say 
his pain. 

With these will Uic apothccai^' make a confection , 
and his woiks sliall not be brought to an end; and 
fiom him is peace upon the face of the earth 

i\Iy son, in tliy sickness lie not negligent , but 
piay unto the Lord, and he shall heal thee 

Put ai\ay wrong doing, and order thine hands 
aught, and cleanse thy hcait fiom all manner of sin. 

Give a sweet sa^our, and a menional of fine flour ; 
and make fat thine offciing, as one that is not. 

Then gi\e place to the physician, for A'erily the 
Lord hath cieated him , and let him not go fiom 
thee, for thou hast need of him 

Theie is a time w-hen in their very hands is the 
issue for good. 

For they also shall beseech the Loid, that he may 
prosper them in giving rehef and in healing for tlie 
maintenance of life 

He that sinneth befoie his IMaker, let him fall into 
the hands of the physician. 

My son, let thy tears fall ovei the dead, and as one 
that sufTereth gnevousl}' begin lamentation , and 
AAind up his body accoiding to his due, and neglect 
not his bunal. 

Make bitter weeping, and make passionate waihng, 
and let thy mourning be according to his deseii;, for 
one day or two, lest thou be bauI spoken of : and so 
be comforted for thy sorioAV. 

For of sorrow cometh death, and sorrow of heart 
Will bow doAATi the strength. 
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In calaniiiy '?oiro\v also icmaincth ; and tlic poor 
man’s life is giie\ons lo the heart. 

Give not Ihy heart unto soiiow : put it aA\a}, 
remembering the last end : 

Foigct it not, for there is no returning again • 
him thou shalt not piofit, and thou Milt hint thyself. 

Remember the sentence upon him ; for so also 
shall thine be; )c.steida> for me, and to-day for thee. 

^^^len the de<ifl is at lest, let his lemembiance 
i-est; and be eomfoitcd foi bun, when his spirit 
depaiteth fiom him. 

The wisdom of the scribe comelh by oppoitiinitv 
of leisuie, and he that hath little business shall 
become wise 

How shall he become wise that holdelh the 
plough, (hat gloiieth in the sliaft of the goad, that 
dn veth oxen, and is occupied in then labouis, .uid 
whoso discouiso is of the stock of bulls ^ 

He will set lub heait upon tinning his fuirows; 
and his wakefulness is to gnehis heifcis theii fodder. 

So is e\ei\ ailific'ci and woikmastei, that passelh 
his time hi niglit as In day , Ihcw that cut giasings 
of signet.s, and his dihgciucis to make gieit \aiiel\ , 
he will set his lieu I to jnesene likeness in his 
pmtrailuie, and will be w.ikeful to linish his work. 

So is the smith sitting b\ the niiNil, and con- 
.sideinig the unwimight iixm the \apour of the tliv 
Will waste his tlesh . and in the lieal of the furnace 
will he wiostle with his \soik the none of the 
hammci will Ik* cmt in his eai. and hn c\C‘s me ujxm 
the p'vttein of the \cs'.el, he will set his htait njwm 
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peifecting his works, and he will be Avakeful to adorn 
them perfectly. 

So IS the potter sitting at his work, and turning 
the wheel about Avith his feet, Avho is ahvays anxiously 
set at his Avork, and all his handy work is by number ; 

He Avill fashion the clay with his arm, and Avill 
bend his strength in front of his feet ; he aaoII apply 
his heart to finish the glazing; and he will be 
Avakeful to make clean the furnace. 

All these put their trust in their hands ; and each 
becometh Avise in his oaati Avoik. 

Without these shall not a city be inhabited, and 
^ men shall not sojourn nor walk up and down therein. 

They shall not be sought for in the council of the 
people, and in the assembly they shall not mount on 
high ; they shall not sit on the seat of the judge, 
and they shall not understand the covenant of 
judgement, neither shall they declare instiuction 
and judgement , and Avhere parables are they shall 
not be found. 

But they Avill maintain the fabric of the world ; 
and in the handywork of their craft is their prayer. 

39 Not so he that hath applied his soul, and 
meditateth in the laAv of the Most High ; he Avill 
seek out the wisdom of all the ancients, and Avill be 
occupied in prophecies. 

He will keep the discourse of the men of renoAvn, 
and Avill enter in amidst the subtilties of parables. 

He will seek out the hidden meaning of pioverbs, 
and be conversant in the dark sayings of parables. 

He will serve among great men, and appear before 
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him ilvat vulclh; he will travel thiougli the land of 
‘Change nations; for he hath tiled good things and 
cmI among men. 

He will appl} his heart to resort early to tlie 
Loid that made him, and w-ill make supplication 
before tlie Most High, and will open his mouth in 
prayer, and will make supplication for Ins sins. 

If the gi cat laird w ill, he shall be filled w ith Ihc spii it 
of undei standing , he shall pour foith the words of 
Ins wisdom, and in pia^er gi\e thanks unto the I,,oid. 

He shall ducct his counsel and knowdedge, and in 
his seciets shall he meditate. 

lie shall shew forth the inslniclion which lie bath 
lieen taught, and shall glory in the law of the 
covenant of the Loid. 

Many shall commend his understanding ; and so 
long as Die w 01 Id emlin'clh, it slinll not be blotted 
out his memorial sliall not depait, and bis name 
shall Inc fiom geiiciation to generation. 

.Nations shall declare his wisdom, and the con- 
gregation shall tell out Ids praise 

If he contmne, he shall leave a greater name than 
a thousand and if he die, he .addetii lliereto. 

Vet moiewill I utter, which I Inne thought upon; 
and 1 am tilled as the moon at the full, 

lleaiktn unto me, \c hol\ children, and hud foith 
as a rose glowing h\ a hiook of water 

And gne \e a sweet s.\\onr as frankincense, and 
put foith tlowcr^ as a lil\, spivul abroad a sweet 
smell, ami Mug a song of pruse, hlev^ \e tlie Ixird 
foi all lus works. 
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Magnify his name, and give utterance to his praise 
with the songs of your hps, and with harps ; and 
thus shall ye say when ye utter Ins praise : 

AJl the works of the Lord are exceeding good, and 
every command shall be accomplished in his season. 

None can say. What is this? wherefore is that? 
for in his season they shall all be sought out. At 
his word the wateis stood as a heap, and the 
receptacles of waters at the word of his mouth. 

At his command is all his good pleasure done; 
and there is none that shall hinder his salvation. 

The works of all flesh are before him , and it is 
not possible to be hid from his eyes. 

He beholdeth from evei lasting to everlasting ; and 
there is nothing wonderful before him. 

None can say, What is this ? wherefore is that ? 
For all things are created for their uses. 

His blessing coveied the dry land as a river, and 
saturated it as a flood. 

As he hath tmned the waters into saltness ; so 
shall the heathen inherit his wiath. 

His ways are plain unto the holy ; so are they 
stumblingolocks unto the wicked. 

Good things are created from the beginning for 
the good , so are evil tilings for sinnem. 

The chief o^ all thmgs necessary for the life of 
man axe water, and fire, and iron, and salt, and flour 
of wheat, and honey, and milk, the blood of the 
grape, and oil, and clothing. 

All these things are for good to the godly ; so to 
the sinners they shall be tui-ned into evih 
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Thoic be winds lliat aie cioated foi \ cngcance, and 
in then fun lay on Ibcn sconigcs hcaMly , in tlie 
Innc of consunilnalion they poin out then sticngtli, 
and shall nnpea.se the wiaih of linn that made them 
Eno, aiui liail, and famine, and death, all these aie 
ctealed foi \engcaiKe; 

Teeth of i\ild heasLs, and seoipioiis and add(‘is, 
and a swoid punishing the iingodl) imlo desliuciion 
They shall icjoice in his commandment, ami shall 
he made le.uly upon eailh, ^\hen need is, and in 
llien seasons llicy sliall not liansgicss his woid 

Theiefoic fiom the hegmmng I nas icsohed, and 
I thought this, and lelt it m wniing; 

All the noiks of the laud aic good ' and lie ndl 
supph c\ci\ need in its seaMin. 

And none c^in sa\,Tlns is ^\ol^c than that; foi 
they sli.dl all he yell ajipio\ed in then season 

And now Mithall mhiv heaiL ami mouth smg \e 
piaiscs, and hh ss the name ol the land 

40 fiicat li.nail is tnalidfoi e\e)\ man, and a 
lu’a\ \ ^oke Is upon the sons of Adam, fioiii the da\ 
of then coming toilh fiom tlun molhei s womh, until 
the da\ foi then hunal in the mothei of all things 
'I'lie e\j)etl ition of things to tome, ami the d n of 
(h lili, tionhle tlitn llionghls. and t nisf ft u ol )u*ul, 
Ihoiii Inm ill it siUith on .i thione of gloi\, tten 
milo him tint is huiiihltd in euth .uul uslits , 

riom liini til it we iielh puiple and a tioun, eviii 
utilo him thit Is (lotlml with i litinp^n liotk 

Tluu is wi ith, and ]t do.is\. nid iiouhh. iml dis- 
i]uut. uid n 11 ol (h itli on! ui'O!. ..ml '■tiih , and 

h 
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in tho Inm; of usl upon Ins bctl ln^ ni^^lil sleq) doth 
elinn/^fc liis knon kdi^c. 

A III tic or noflnni^ is lus icsfin;^, nnd affctwanl in 
In’s sloe]), Us in !i (Inv of kccjiing wntch, lie is fionbled 
in llie )ision o| lus hc/ul, us one lliuL hath estaperl 
fioni Ihc fioni ofhnllle 

In Ihc \on lime of his deli\ei, nice he a\\.i.keth,and 
manelleth llial Iho feai is nought 

It Is llnis iMtli all llesh, fioni man to beast, and 
iijion snineis se\ enfold moie. 

Death, and bloodshed, and stiife, and suord. 
calamities, famine, tiibulalion. and the sconige. 

All these things weie created foi the wicked, and 
because of them tame the flood 

All things that aic of the eai Ih tiini to the caith 
again and all things that me of the wateis letuin 
into the sea 

All billion and injiisLice sliall bo blotted out, and 
good fiutli sliall stand foi e\ei 

The goods of the nnpist shall be dried up like a 
liver, and like a great tlunidei in lani shall go off in 
noise 

In opening Ins hands a man shall he made glad 
so shall transgicssois utteily fail 

Tlie cbildicn of the uiigodlv shall not put foith 
many branches, and arenas unclean loots upon a 
sheer rock. 

The sedge that gioweth upon ONeiy watei and 
bank of a rriei shall be plucked up befoie all glass 
Bounty is as a gaiden of blessings, and almsgiving 
enduieth for evei. 
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Tlie life of one that labometh, and is contented, 
shall be made sweet; and he that findeth a tieasuie 
is abo\e both. 

Childi cn and the building of a city establish a man’s 
name ; and a blameless w'lle is counted above both. 

Wme and music rejoice the hcait; and the love of 
wisdom IS aboie both. 

The pipe and the psaltery make pleasant melody ; 
and a pleasant tongue is abo\e both. 

Tlniie eye shall dcsiie gi.ace and beauty ; and 
above both the gicen blade of corn 

A friend and a companion nevei meet amiss, and 
a wife with hci husband is above both 

Biethien and succour are for a time of affliction ; 
and almsgiving is a dcliverei above both 

Gold and silvci will make the foot stand suie; and 
counsel is esteemed above them both. 

llithos and si length will lift up the hcait; and 
the feai of the Loid is .above both , theic is nothing 
wanting in the feai of the Loid,and there is no need 
to seek help theieiii 

'J'he fe.u of the Loul is as a gaiden of blessing, and 
coveielh a man above all gloi\. 

My son, lead not a beggai's life, bettei it is to 
die than to be;r 

A man that lookelh unto the table of anothei, his 
life Is not to be counted for a life; he will pollute 
Ills void with anolhci man’s meat.s but a m.an wive 
and well-iiivtiiK ted will bew.ire theieof. 

In the mouth of the vliamelew begging will be 
'-Will . and 111 his bellv a llio shall be kindled. 
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41 0 death, how bitter is the remembrance of 
thee to a man that is at peace in his possessions, 
unto the man that hath nothing to distract him, and 
hath prosperity in all things, and that still hath 
strength to receive meat 1 

0 death, acceptable is thy sentence mito a man 
that is needy, and that faileth in strength, that 
is in extreme old age, and is distracted about all 
things, and is perverse, and hath lost patience I 
Fear not the sentence of death ; remember them 
that have been befoie thee, and tliat come after 
this is the sentence from the Lord over all flesh. 

And why dost thou lefuse, when it is the good 
pleasure of the Most High ? Whether it be ten, or 
a hundred, or a thousand years, there is no inquisition 
of life m the grave. 

The children of sinners are abominable childien, 
and they frequent the dwellings of the ungodly 
The inheritance of sinneis’ children shall peiish, 
and with their posterity shall be a perpetual lepioach. 

Children will complain of an ungodly fatlier, 
because they shall be reproached for his sake. 

Woe unto you, ungodly men, irhich have forsaken 
the law of the Most High God ! 

If ye be bom, ye shall be bom to a curse , if ye^ 
die, a curse shall be yom- poition.^ 

All things that are of the earth shall go back to 
the eai’th : so the ungodly shall go fiom a curse unto 
perdition. 

The mourning of men is about then.’ bodies but 
the name of sinners being evil shall be blotted out. 
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Hel'^c I’GgAid to tliy iivirnG ^ for it contiuuGtli. iiitti 
Ihec longei^ tlian a thousand great treasui’es of gold. 

A good life hath its number of days ; and a good 
name contmueth foi ever. 

4:2 Of these things he not ashamed, and accept 
no man s ^icisou to sin thereby : 

Of Ihe law of the Most High, and his covenant ; 
and of judgement to do justice to the ungodly ; 

Of leckoning inth a partner and ^Ylth travellers ; 
and of a gift fiom the heiitoge of friends ; 

Of exactness of balance and weights ; and of 
getting much or little , 

Of indideicnt selling of meichants ; and of much 
coiitiction of childien , and of making the side of an 
mil sen ant to bleed. 

Sure keeping is good, where an evil wife is ; and 
vliei-e many hands are, shut thou close. 

IVhaisoeiei thou handest over, let it be by 
numbei and i\ eight , and in giving and receiving let 
nil be in wniing 

He not ashamed to instruct the univise and foolish, 
and one of exlieme old age that contendeth with 
those that aie loung, and so shalt thou be well 
insli acted indeed, and approved m the sight of 
men man in mg. 

A daughtci is a seci*et cause of vakefubiess to a 
f.ithci ; and the caic foi her putteth aisay sleep ; 

l>ook not upon e\erj body in i-egard of beauty, 
ami sit not m the the midst of women ; 
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Eoi from gainicnLs comclh a moUi, and from a 
woman a ^v Oman’s wickedness, 

Betiei is the wickednass of a man than a pleasant- 
dcahng \\oman, and a woman which pullclh thee to 
shameful icpioacli. 

I will make mention now of the works of the 
Loid, and will declaic the things that I ha^e seen 
in the woids of the Lord are his w'orks. 

The sun that gneth light looketh upon all things; 
and the work of the Lord is full of his glory. 

The Lord hath not given power to the saints to 
declare all his inancllous works , w'hich the Almighty 
Loid firmly settled, that whatsoever is might be 
established in his glory. 

He searcheth out the deep, and the heart, and 
he hath understanding of their tunning devices , 
for the IMost High know eth all knowdedge, and he 
looketh into the signs of the w’oild, 

Declaring the things that are past, and the things 
that shall be, and revealing the traces of hidden 
things. 

No thought escapeth him , there is not a wmrd hid 
from him. 

The mighty works of his w isdom he hath ordered, 
who IS from everlasting to everlasting , nothing hath 
been added unto them, nor diminished from them ; 
and he hath no need of any counsellor. 

How desirable are all his works ' one may behold 
this even unto a spark. 

All these things live and remain for ever in all 
manner of uses, and they are all obedient. 
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Al] tilings aie double one against another : and 
he hath made nothing impcifect 

One thing establisheth the good things of another, 
and who shall be tilled with beholding his glory. 

43 The pnde of the height is the firmament 
in its clearness, the appeaiance of heaven, in the 
spectacle of its gloiy 

The sun when he appearelh, bunging tidings as 
he goelh foith, is a manellous instiument, the woik 
ol the j\Iost High 

At his noon he diieth up the country, and wdio 
shall stand against his buining heat ^ 

A man blowing a furnace is in woiks of heat, but 
the sun tliice times moie, buining up the mountains . 
bieallnng out /ieiy \apouis, and seiiaing foith blight 
be<uns, he dimmcLli the eyes. 

Gicat IS the Ixiid that made him , and at his 
woi’d he hastcncth his coiiise. 

3'lic moon abo is in all things foi hei season, foi 
a dcc’laiation of times, and a sign of the world. 

Fiom the moon is the sign of the feast day ; a 
light that wancth when she is come to the full. 

'J'he month IS called aftei hei name, increasing 
wondcifulh in hci changing, an instrument of the 
hosts on high, shining foith in the firmament of 
hca\ cn , 

'I'he beaut \ of hca\en, the gloi> of the stam, an 
oinamcnt gi'ing light in the highest places of the 
land 

At the woid of the Iloh One the> will stand in 
due onlor. and then will not faint m their watches. 
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Look upon Oie jainbou-. nnd pmi'C bini Hint made 
it: exceeding beautiful in Ibe bngblncv^ thereof. 

^ It conipa.'i^etb tlic beacon lound about a 
cii'cle of glor\ ; the IiaiuL of the I\fo^t High liave 
stretched iL 

13y 111*: coinniandnient he maketh the snoir to fall 
apace, and sendeth swiftly tlie lightnings of his 
judgemenL 

13} rca*:on thereof the ticasiire-houses arc opened ; 
and cloud*: fly forth as fowls 

B\ his niight}' power lie maketh stiong the clouds, 
and the liailstoncs are broken small : 

And at his appeanng the mountains will be 
shaken, and at his will the soutli innd mil blow. 

The ^oicc of his thunder maketh the earth to 
travail : so doth the noi-theni stonn and the whirl- 
wind; as birds flying dowm he spnnkleth tlie snow, 
and as the lightning of the locust is the falling do^vIl 
thereof: 

The e^'e will maiwcl at the beauty of its wliiteness, 
and the heart wnll be astonished at the raining of it. 

The hoar frost also he poureth on the earth as 
salt: and when it is congealed, it is as points of 
thorns. 

The cold north wind shall blow, and the ice shall 
be congealed on the water it shall lodge upon every 
gathering together of water, and the water shall put 
on as it were a breastplate. 

It shall devour the mountains, and bmm up the 
wilderness, and consume the green herb as fire. 

A mist coming speedily is the heahng of all 
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lliing-,, a clew coming after heat shall bung chcer- 
fulnes‘5, 

IH his counsel he lialh slillccl the deep, and 
jilanled islands ilieicin. 

I'liey that sail on the sea tell of the dangei theie- 
of ; and is lien we l)e.\r it with our eais, ssc man el. 

'J'lieiein be also tho-'C sliange and wondious woiks, 
vaiiely of all lhat Imlh life, the lace of sea-nionsleis. 

Hy leason of him his end hath .success, and by his 
woid all things coiisisL 

We ma> s:\> maii\ things, set shall we not allaiu , 
and the sum of oui woids is. He is all. 

How sliall we h.ise shenglli to gloiify )iim ^ foi 
he is himself the gieal one abuse all liis ssoiks, 

'i'lie 1/11(1 IS teirihle and exceeding gieat; and 
niaisellous is his powei. 

^Vhen ^e gloiifs the Loid, c'alt him as much ns 
tan, toi eseii set will he extccd and wlieii }e 
exalt him, put foilh \oui full slieiigth be not 
weuy, joi >e will nesei attain. 

Who 1 Mill ‘>cxu him, tint he nia> declaie him ^ 
and who shall uiaguils him as he is. 

Mans things aie Imldeii gicatci than these; foi 
we base sevii but .i lew ol his ssoiks 

luu the ].oid made all things; and to the godiv 
gase he wisdoni. 

41 l.et Us now piaise famous nun, and oui 

fitluis that beg.it us. 

'J he l.uiil iuinif(.sltd in them gieit glois, esen 
his mights powii fi<>m the beginning 

^luli s (hd beu luh in then kingilonis. and were 
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men reno^vnccl foi tlieii poucr, giving counsel by 
their undenstniiding, sucli as lKa\c biought tidings 
in prophecies . 

Leadeis of tlio people In then counsels, and by 
tbcir undcistanding men of leaniing for the people , 
^nse vere their words in then instuiction . 

Such as sought out musical tunes, and set foith 
\ei‘ses in writing , 

llich men furnished w'ilh ability, In mg peaceably 
in their habitations . 

All these weie honoured in theii geneiahons, and 
weie a gloiy in their da^s 

There be of them, tliat have left a name beliiiid 
them, to declaie tlieir praises 

And some theie be, which have no memonal ; 
who are peiished as though the} had not been, and 
aie become as though they had not been bom ; and 
their children after them. 

But these weie men of meicy, wliose iighteous 
deeds have not been foigotten. 

With then seed shall remain continually a 
good inhentance ; then childien aie within the 
covenants. 

Their seed standeth fast, and then clnldzen for 
their sakes. 

Theii seed shall remain foi c\ei, and then gloiy 
shall not be blotted out 

Then bodies were buiied in peace, and theii name 
liveth to all generations 

Peoples will declare then wisdom, and the con- 
giegation telleth out tlien piaise 



THE SEEKING OF WISDOM 12S 

50 And nou bless ye the God of all, wbicli 
cxeiynliere doeth gieat things, which exalteth oui 
tlivi,s from the womb, and dealcth with us according 
lo Ins mere}. 

i\Iay he grant ns joyfnlness of heart, and that 
peace may be m our days in Isiael for the days of 
eleinity 

'j’o intinst his meicy with us , and let him deliver 
ns in his tune ' 

w * * * * 

I hiiic wiiltcn in this book the instiuction of 
undci standing and knowledge, I Jesus, the son of 
Snach Eloa/ar, of Jeiusalcm, who out of his heart 
ponied forth wisdom. 

blessed is he that shall be exercised in these 
things, and he that laycth them up in his heait 
sliall biKome wise 

Foi il lie do them, he shall be strong to all things . 
foi tlie light of the Lord is Ins guide. 

^ * t « « 

51 When I wivsiet >oung, oi e\ei I went abroad, 
I sought wisdom openly in my prayer. 

Heluic the temple I asked foi her, and I will seek 
liei out eieii lo llie end. 

Fnnn hoi flowci as fioni the iipenmg grape my 
he.ut deligliled in hei • nn foot tiod in upiight- 
luss. fioin nu unith 1 liacked hci out 

I howed down nmie eai a little, and leceived her, 
and found foi m\sclf much instruction. 

I ]noliled m hei unto him that gi\eth me wisdom 
1 W jU true gloi \. 

Foi 1 piujto i,d to pi active hei, and I was zealous 
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foi (U'll wliiclj is good ; mid I sludl ncier Imj put to 
slituiie. 

My soul 1ml li wjosllod in lior, mid in ni} doing I 
\\ns i\m l • I spifiid foilh iny Imnd*; to the liea\en 
jdKt\<‘, mid Imumlcd luy ignoimices of her. 

I s('l iny soul might unto her, mid in purenes-s 
I found Itci. I gnl me ft hemt jrnned iiilli her from 
the heginuing: Iheiefon; .shall 1 not he foriiiken. 

luwmd Jill I also iwls troubled to seek her* 
Iheiefoie iia\e I gotten a good jjos>ession. 

'I’he l.oid giie me a longue lor luy reuard ; mid I 
Mill piaise him IhoicMith, 

Diaw near unto me, >c unlearned, and lodge in 
(he h(Ui-e of instruetion 

Say, whcicforc arc u* lacking in these things, and 
youi souls aie \ei \ thlisU ^ 

I ojieued n)\ nioiilh, and sj) ikc, Gel her for } our- 
selves without mone). 

Put youi neck under the yoke, and let your .soul 
icecive nislniction ; she is haul at hand to tiiid. 

llehold with your eus, how that I laboured but 
a little, and found foi myself much rest. 

Get }ou nisliuction with a gieat sum of silver, 
and gain imicb gold by her. 

May }oin soul lejoiec in bis meiey, and may }e 
not be put to shame in piaismg him. 

^Vork }ourv\oik befoie the time cometh, and in 
his time lie will give you >our I'cvvmd. 


/Viiiaif iy Jla'dl, II “Hon U I tnev, hi , lomioii an<l AyUtlvry 
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